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Introduction 


The attraction of quarter-deck instead of plow in nine- 
teenth-century Brewster, Massachusetts, not only determined 
the physical appearance and.intrinsic characteristics of the 
Cape Cod town, but also fostered the evolution of that spec- 
ific social class for which the town became best known,Brew- 
ster sea captains. The homogeneous features of Brewster's 
sea captains=-their common ambitions, interests, values, and 
attitudes—were generated during their formative years in 
Brewster. Lie nivoe Ssigieracanu 2nstication to put 2ts sstamp 
upon them was, of course, the shipping industry, influencing 
the social, economic, and psychological development of this 
upper social class. Therefore, the activities and experi- 
ences of the Brewster sea captains are vaiuable to illus- 
Preece prewscer’s role in the histefical fabric of this coun- 
Gry. cs growth. To appreciate the way that these men have 
become a fragile link between past and present,it is neces- 
sary to see how their lives before, during, and ter theiz 
careers, affected their socioeconomic lifestyles and behav- 
ior patterns. They made their living from the sea, and when 
there was no longer a need for their services, ceased to be. 
The simultaneous emergence of American industrial progress, 
anamsdeciline of maritime activities, adversely affected the 
Teri hood Of this occupation; thererore, by 1900 this ‘com 
fggeeunag Lost its economic vitality and tts “seli-suffti- 
Creme status ; 

The shipmasters of Brewster, as individuals or a group, 
distinguish this town from other nineteenth-century Cape Cod 


communities. Theorder to evaluate Chis societ type, the 


ie eo 


first two sections of this paper will establish a framework 
> for studying the shipmasters' lives in relation to the devel- 
opment of Brewster and the American merchant marine. In 
light of these findings, the third section, dealing specifi- 
cally with the experiences and activities of the captains, 


may gain a clearer perspective and thus be more meaningful. 
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Southeastern Scene of The Town of Brewster 


Credit: John Warner Barber's 
storical Collections of Every Town in Massachusetts, 


1839 
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The Social and Commercial Development 
of Brewster 


During the establishment of the American colonies in 
the mid-seventeenth century, Pilgrim settlements began to 
radiate out from Plymouth, Massachusetts, along the coast 
and lower Cape Cod. Within a short period of time, a number 
of pioneer families from the town of Sandwich relocated fur- 
ther east on Cape Cod. Tire indudirs. Land, comprising: . the 
future boundaries of the North Parish of Harwich, was pur- 
Chased by these settlers for a nominal sum. By the early 
decades of the 1700's, the town of Harwich stretched from 
Massachusetts Bay to Nantucket Sound. Gradually an agriculi- 
tural, industrial, and maritime community evolved. Between 
woourand 1750, Che original settiers in this area included 
Jonathan Bangs, Judah Berry, Andrew Clarke, Jonathan Cobb, 
inomas Crosby, John Dillingham nwchillingsworth Foster, John 
Freeman, Stephen Hopkins, Thomas Lincoln, John Mayo, William 
Myrick, David Paddock, Joseph Paine, Samuel Sears, Nicholas 
Snow, John Wing, and Kenelm Winslow. As may be seen by re-~ 
ferring to Sears' list of nineteenth century Sshipmasters 
(see appendix I) it is possible to see that most of these 
captains were the lineal descendants of these pioneer fami-~ 
lies. 

For many years the North and South Parishes of Harwich 
were content to remain as one town. After the Revolutionary 
War years, however, the North Parish of Harwich desired to 
separate from the South Parish for two reasons. Primarily, 
the inhabitants of the North Parish were exasperated with 
continually furnishing an unequal share of the tax burden. 
Also, the distance between the two communities became an im- 
Fetene Packer in the controversy. On February LS aU, 
the North Parish broke away and the Town of Brewster was of- 


ficially incorporated and named in remembrance of Elder 
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William Brewster, one of Plymouth Colony's first religious 
leaders. In retrospect, this separation was a natural one. 

Throughout the latter half of the eighteenth century 
and the first decades of the nineteenth century, Brewster 
had a relatively stable population of approximately thirteen 
hundred inhabitants. The community was both homogeneous 
and close-knit since the inhabitants shared a Protestant an- 
Gestry.  B8y L650) in fact, ninety-five -percent of the popu- 
lation was designated as white, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant, and 
their behavior and lifestyles reflected this heritage. 

Covering an area of about twenty-four square miles, the 
location of the town and the quality of the soil determined 
the type of livelihoods that the people of Brewster could 
choose. In 1806, the Reverend John Simpkins wrote a Tfopo- 
graphical Description of Brewster, which has remained the 
most. accurate and thorough depiction of the topography of 
early Brewster in existence. Simpkins stated that the "face 
G@recnre vCOUntTrYG 2s diversified <by a mixture hilly and le- 
vel Pangea Most of the <soad on Cape Cod was thin and 
sandy, which hindered its cultivation. But, during the Rey= 
olution, enormous tracts of land were farmed and were con- 
sequently irreparably damaged: 


Interrupted in their maritime pursuits, and deprived 
of employment in the fisheries, many of the inhabi- 
tants wers compelled to resort to the land for sub- 
sistence. 


As a result, the value of the land decreased because the 
soil was exploited beyond its capacity to recover. Moreover, 
since peace were scarce, the northwest winds disturbed the 
tLopsod 2. 

However, this experience encouraged the people of Brew- 
ster, by the early 1800's, to employ different methods of 


husbandry. The amount of land tilled was moderated, orchards 


Reverend John Simpkins, Topographical Description of 
HeewScer = 1806 (Boston: nsp., LE06),° p.. 73. 
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were planted to buffer the sea breezes, and sea-weed was 
used as a fertilizer.? The discovery of peat in the swamps 
also reduced the amount of timber needed, since peat could 
be used as fuel. 

Like many other Yankee towns, the inhabitants of Brew- 
ster were pragmatic and were willing to venture into prac- 
tical businesses during the nineteenth century. Around 1845 
Brewster, along with other towns on the Cape, began to cul- 
tivate cranberry bogs. The cranberry business promptly be- 
came a lucrative employment. After the deduction of freight 
Charges and selling commissions, the market price of the 
Beuze would return a respectable profit. Between 1855 and 
1865, Brewster increased the acreage of its cranberry bogs 
from twenty-one to one hundred and thirty-six. These two 
figures represented the average number of acres cultivated 
Bar eCranberry “bogs in the towns within Barnstable County.” 
Throughout the remainder of this century, CALS agricuscural 
enterprise was viable. 

Brewster was prosperous due to its industry, frugality, 
and propriety. "The sixty salt-making establishments, the 
WinoMI2is, the grist mill /andaeulling milis, the fish traps 
that lined the tidal fFlats"> all attested to the diligence 
Chawces —esidencts. WLEDOCNe aavenc of the yvfirst. grist) mais 
PemerooOgeanuaGne tars, Ludiing milis in the early 1700"s, the 
Paceory Village, situated two miles from the center of town 
was developed and occupied by various manufacturing estab- 
lishments. Later, a woolen mill and a tannery were constru- 
cted in 1814 and 1830, respectively; it has been claimed 
that the first factory-made woolen cloth in America was 


manufactured at the Brewster woolen mili<° The Winsiow fam- 
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Samon Gf. Deyo, eds, History of Barnstable County, 
Meassecnusetts: (New York: A.W. Blake & Co., 1890), p. 150. 


2 Brewster: A Cape Cod Town Remembered (Brewster, 


Mass.<: Brewster Historical Society, 1976), p. 4. 


2 Brewster Mill Sites Committee, Brewster Mill Sites 
in Brewster, on Cape Cod, (Brewster, Mass.: -Brewster Miil 


Srces Committee, 1970), no pagination. 
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ily built and operated these early textile enterprises. Even 
a knitting factory, started by Robbins and Everett around 
the mid-nineteenth century, was situated in the factory vil- 


lage for a number of years. 


In 1839, John Warner Barber wrote Historical Collec- 
tions of Every Town in Massachusetts. In the selection on 


Brewster, Barber was particularly impressed with the factory 
village: 


From a number of ponds in this town, a never-failing 
stream of water is produced, on which are a cotton 
mMadvGwcardaiiy «mle and) several, other manufacturing 
establishments./7 


These early industrial activities were particularly unique 
on Cape Cod since most towns did not possess any source of 
water power. Consequently, for several decades between 1775 
Bua te/o, the factory village, gradually including besides 
the mills, a post office, livery stable, assembly hall and 
dry goods store, was the most active industrial complex on 
the Cape. 

In addition to these manufacturing businesses located 
au tue factory village, thesprodquction of salt by solar heat 
was also an important industry from 1810 to 1850 in Brewster 
aouein Other Cape Cod towns. “Daring the height of its econo- 
"aeeVvicaticy un the 1830's, 34,500 bushels of salt were pro- 


g Thereafter, the salt-works were gradu- 


duced in one year. 
ally dismantled due to the discovery of large salt deposits 
in the states of New York and Ohio. 

im-aoadition to €he manufacturing industries and the 
salt-works, local craftsmen were actively employed in Brew- 
ster throughout the nineteenth century. For example,various 
members of the Winslow family were cabinetmakers and shoe- 


makers or tinsmiths and blacksmiths. TieweocCupac.2 O2072 na 


Skilled craftsman in Brewster was still a functional and re- 


John Warner Barber, Historical Collections of 
Every Town in Massachusetts (Worcester, Mass.: Dorr, 
HOWLAND: Ge COs SAS. Dai 3 82 
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Spected career. 

According to the statistical sketch given of Brewster 
an the New*England Gazeteer in 1839, GHeweCOULa L Valve. OL 
Gae ManurLacture of cotton goods, boots, shoes, Jéather, axes, 
chairs, cabinet, and tin wares, lamp's black, Epsom and com- 
fon salt, amounted, in one year, to $52.072."" Despite the 
success of these manufacturing efforts in Brewster, the maj- 
ority of men pursued occupations which were dependent upon 
the sea. Wh eBreWeslerr elma part, ule wsOCLal and” ecanomic 
conditions existing in Brewster fostered the creation of a 
"Sea captains" town. As early as 1806, Reverend Simpkins 
stated that not only were three-fourths of the inhabitants 
employed at sea, but that there were more shipmasters "who 
Sat On LOoreign voyages, belonging to this piace, tHan to 
any other town in the Sonne une This assertion is cer- 
tainly an exaggeration lacking substantiation. Bite et bees 
not be denied that, in proportion to its population,Brewster 
produced an enormous number of noteworthy shipmasters. 

Before the Revolutionary War, many Brewsterites were in- 
volved in whaling expeditions. However, the war years per- 
manently disrupted this occupation. Instead, merchant voy- 
ages had become the main pusoee of Brewster men before 1800. 
Although many towns on the Cape were supported by the reve- 
Muewactarnea from the fishing zndustries, Brewster produced 
few fishermen. In 1806 there were two fishing vessels own- 
ed in Benet ea And Dues tite numper Nad only increas— 
ed to ieee The records of ene Massachusetts State Bureau 
BPImveuoTe Lal tslics 2ron less co Le6o Titustrate the scar= 
city of fishermen in Brewster. For example, in 1837, i37,658 
guintals of cod were caught by the fishermen of Barnstable 
Councy. Of this number, - Brewster s contribution was in se- 
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Bild 


cond to last place with only eight hundred guintals.7+7 Two 


years later, only $9,050 worth of cod and mackerel was mar- 
keted by the town's fishermen. ~* Finally, the census . re- 
ports in 1855 and 1865 indicate that Brewster had completely 
terminated any activity in the cod industry during these de- 
cades. 

The development of a significant fishing fleet probably 
was retarded because of Brewster's geographical location on 
the bayside of the Cape. That is, Brewster lacked a natural 
Hhaxrpvor s Ano gheehe Construction of a breakwater in 1830 
by the prominent residents of Brewster who owned the packet 
Ships was ideal for a single ship, it could not replace the 
docking capacity inherent in a natural harbor. Throughout 
this century, therefore, the occupational pursuit of fisher- 
men in Brewster remained stagnant. 

This topographical hindrance, however, did not discour- 
age the Brewster packet lines. Between 1800 and 18/75, the 
packet ships, usually small sloops and schooners, . furnished 
the principal means of transportation between the Cape Vill- 
ages and Boston. “The term 'packet' implies some degree of 
regularity in making trips, something at least approaching a 
cee oe ADE ETS rene Boek oeer packet line relied upon 
the transportation of freight; later, as passenger demand 
increased, the packet business flourished. 

Until the completion of the Old Colony Railroad from 
Plymouth to Provincetown in 1873, the packet lines remained 
the primary vehicle for the transportation of goods between 
Boston and Brewster. Also, since the eighty-mile trip over- 
land in the stagecoach was extremely rough and sandy, the 
packet ships were the preferred mode of conveyance to Boston. 


3peyo, History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, p. 
Lone 


ey England Gazeteer, S.v. Brewster." 


aac SuevDoages weds, TRirtiy.Years of The American 
Neptune (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,19/72), 


"The Boston Packete® by Henry C. Kittredge, p. 33. 
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Steam competition, of course, eventually forced the packet 
Ships to be permanently dry-docked. 

Prior to the construction of a breakwater and an inver- 
ted yiv=shaped Ship wharth in, e307 


Captain Joseph Crosby and his successors used to 
bring their schooner Republic to anchor off a wide 
sandy cove near Point of Rocks and let her ground 
gently on the flats with the ebb tide.+6 


Shortly afterward, James Croshy also made port in this cove 
wmecne Sloop "Polly." As Augusta Mayo recounts, the arrival 
of these early packet ships was a social event:"we had great 
enjoyment in riding down to the packet with Father at low 
water where he had to go frequently for goods in the summer. 
We would drive up to the vessel's side and climb up a ladder: 
and go on board."17 

‘A number of Brewster sea captains owned and/or command- 
ed the packet ships which serviced Brewster. The business 
DOOMmmLn Lie Load Ss justiried Che construction Of amore con= 
venient packet-landing by the owners. In order to enable 
the packet ship to remain afloat in a protected area during 
low tide, a cavity was excavated where the pier formed a 
right angle. Moreover, the dimensions of the landing were 
wide enough to permit wagons to proceed to the end of the 
lanGungG, Whicn LCaczliacated the unloading ‘of cargo. This ex- 


pedient harbor promoted the growth of further packet ship 


ventures. 
The ownership and operation of this maritime business 
was handled through a partnership arrangement. Namely, the 


Racket eo LOOP = tane” Lromiees COU 1e830 and? the schooner "Pat- 
riot" from 1833 to 1839 were both jointly owned by a group 
of well-to-do Brewsterites. In 1833, there were twenty-four 
Shareholders of the "Patriot," nine of whom were sea cap- 
tains: Elijah Cobb, James Crosby, Elkanah Bangs,Benjamin F. 

16 


i Augusta Mayo, "Reminiscences - 1881" (Brewster, 
Naawmass LOCL) oy Dx LOS. 
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Berry, John Freeman, Joshua Freeman, Freeman Mayo, Jonathan 
S. Nickerson, and Elkanah Winslow. After making forty-two 
round trips between Brewster and Boston in 1833,the "Patriot" 
ereared aeproruceoL almost fours hundred dollars, which a- 


BC se 


mounted to a dividend of $15.32 a share for the owners. 
ven in these early business efforts, Yankee acumen in money 
matters was characteristic of Brewster shipmasters. 

By the 1840's and 1850's, the deep-water sea captains 
requested that regular meals and comfortable accommodations 
be provided. Thus, the later packet ships "Chatham," "Rough 
and Ready," and "Sarah" were finely fitted for the conveni- 
ence of all passengers aboard. Upon reaching Boston, the 
captains would accept their respective commissions. Through- 
out this period, a considerable amount of competition exist- 
ed between the various packet lines that engaged the busi- 
ness of the bay-side towns. But, the absorption by the Brew- 
ster packet lines of travel also from Chatham, Harwich, and 
vicinity assured transportation improvements to the commun- 
Regent. the Cavil~War. 

The world of transportation and commerce was a way of 
life for a large percentage of the community. Joseph C. Lin- 
coln, Cape Cod's most famous chronicler, often stated that 
"Brewster was a nursery of sea-captains for the merchant 
marine, and a snug harbor in their old dgeantie While this 
village may have been restrictive for many, its perspective 
was not provincial. In every other household there resided 
men who had sailed around Cape Horn, continued on to the 
South Pacific Es lanis,, HUeuraLla, Gling, end India, and: re> 
turned home via England or had engaged in the South American 
and Mediterranean trade routes. This period of far-flung 


commerce for Brewster sea captains spans a period of approx- 


imately fifty years from 1830 to 1880. These men traveled 
te "Records of Packet 'Fame' - 1834," Brewster 

Ladies' Library, Brewster, Mass. 
hE 


Joseph C. Lincoln, exact source unavailable. 


5 xt NSS f Eytan ORE 

| ‘j «Sgn. he tyhs aa a ar tena 
, tele ete’. eee eee he eae! 

aGnee vee - nth Te eee rar 

ys pag ea TAS oe »- Sade 07 

ee tenet 0 a4 wi See whore es a 

si « Chee "oe. aah oe 


« aee>- bb THO eee 

| oS, Se =the ae 

. a as } ny fi , Athen eae ao <r \ 
ci. 34. niws ta 
a ee aren walt 

oot St. eee EB 4gy. 

| | ih eae Ath 1 ga 4h Sia vai 
b mn | 2 a hae 


* 6 ° 4 ‘Zz em |) 93% 


ee eee 
Tero; oes Lol ep 9Grs 
| Pee os 
_ 4.4 doly Gap) pane io Sim «heb: pay oe Ay 
a2 SAME ed) PE ug Pere ee ee nw a -2iN Gace 
7” : ine i aves , oe eA? _etae Sane 
Seiwt Sate i, rae aa b eSEe Ae wa iy ees ae 

*4) Lew eal) ase erry: ae ere aus ts sy nox Beil 


: . ee hale a. lk 


oe, 


yao Lae ke a ae. eer 


- 
eA 3 aie sey i tal ‘asl centaee 


a. 


= ip 


to seaports all over the world and spent long intervals a- 
shore in various foreign ports. Their encounters kept Brew- 
ster mentally alert to and materially aware of other cultures, 

It was a Brewster man who carried the first Canoe mci 
ice to Chile in 1852 and netted a profit of over a thousand 
percent. Later, this same shipmaster brought over from Af- 
PiedeLnie LurstilOadeol wild animals for Barnum's circus: A- 
nother commander, J. Henry Sears, was employed by the French 
government to carry troops and munitions to the Middle East 
during the Crimean War. ELStCOLUSLeCOLOS sthat~enot valid of 
these voyages ended happily. One of the unfortunate Eee 
Sterecaptains, Freeman Crosby, Jr. and his ship, the "Liver- 
poouwmrackKer "|, disappeared in 1863 Gn.a typhoon inethe ‘China 
Sea. 

Naturally, the concerns and activities of the commun- 
ity revolved around the voyages of their husbands, sons, and 
brothers. First-hand accounts still survive Liluestrating 
the anxiety that the town experienced during this time. For 
instance, Augusta Mayo, daughter of a prominent shipmaster, 
wrote her Reminiscences in 1881 which relate the traditions 
of Brewster during the first half of the nineteenth century: 


It was the custom in those days when anyone went 
to sea to have his name read from the pulpit the 
Sunday previous to his departure, that prayers 
might be offered for a prosperous voyage, and on 
the return from sea thanks were offered in the 
same way. 


The sea captains were usually in other parts of the world 
POL ae least a year and Sometimes cCwo or three years elapsed 
before their return. Often, though, no news ever came of 
tne Ship or of the officers, and many gravestones in srew- 
ster cemeteries bear witness that these men were lost at sea 

Throughout the nineteenth century, over one hundred sea 
captains resided in Brewster. From the late 1840's to the 
outbreak of the Civil War, approximately fifty actively em- 


A Mayo, "Reminiscences - 1881", p. 126, 
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ployed shipmasters resided in Brewster: 


Nearly every family had at least one member afloat 
and letters came at intervals with gueer foreign 
stamps, and news months oid, to be read and dis- 
cussed over and over Pekan e 


With the advent of the clipper ship era, Brewster's ship- 
masters benefitted from the huge profits made on these voy- 
e@gese.) AS in other coastal “towns and cities; this. decade 
marked the final climax of Brewster's prosperity. 

The years 1845 to 1860 were expansive for the merchant 
marine and Brewster's physical appearance reflected the com- 
mercial boom. In 1849, Henry David Thoreau traveled exten- 
SiveLiy throughout Cape Cod. In his description of Cape Cod, 
Thoreau wrote an unfavorable account of Brewster, though he 
wean tHe town for 7Fust a few hours. Despite his criticism 
of Brewster, though, Thoreau did objectively observe that 
Brewster "appeared to be the modern-built town of the Cape, 
the favorite residence of retired See conesins. According 
to Hannah Rebecca Burgess, the wife of Captain Burgess, the 
community took great pride in its appearance: 


They take pride in flowers in Brewster. Almost 
every dwelling is surrounded by these beauties 
of nature. Capt. B's [Elisha Bangs_] fence con- 
sists of smail trees neatly and ISK ee trim- 
med about the height of a common fence. 


It is evident that Brewsterites meticulously cared for their 


town just as if it were a full-rigged ship. 


Neither was the moral fiber of the town neglected. The 
intrinsic character of the town reflected the emphasis Duc 
upon the proper virtues. The Lanttyeana thie church played “a 


ty oseph C. Lincoln, Foreward to Brewster Ship Masters 
by Jgeenenry Sears (Yarmouth, Mass.: Cs W. “Swift Publisher, 
Li 0 Oe VL 


fuenry David Thoreau, Cape Cod (New York: W. W. Norton 
fot Gay 1S aw Fa Uy os WR B= es 


3 wannah Rebecca Burgess, “Diary of Hannah Rebecca Bur- 
gess -. kept at West Sandwich, Boston, New York, etc. as a 
remembrance book with a few notes by Captain Burgess 10 Nov- 
ember 1852 - 31 May 1855." (Nantucket, Mass.: Whaling & Mar- 
ine Manuscript Archives, 1054 #169, 1973), 18 August 1852. 
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Vieds parc in the community. soctal., Fellowship within the 
community was prevalent and "no persons appear to have a 
greater relish for the social circle and domestick plea- 
Sures."- The genealogical history of this town illustrates 
that a large portion of the families were interrelated 
through marriages. Oftentimes an extended family resided in 
one home. 

The inhabitants of Brewster continued the Puritan her- 
meagewOr propriety and industry during the sailing ship 
epoch. These people were not idlers nor were they "in the 
habit of frequenting eee Rather, their Protestant 
morality fostered religious convictions which insured regu- 
lar attendance at public worship on Sunday. The Congrega- 
tional Church had been organized in 1700 and throughout this 
century and well into the nineteenth century most residents 
in Brewster attended services in the meeting house. 

However, in 1824 the Universalist Society and the Bap- 
tist Church were organized. fhe original members of these 
two churches included a couple of prominent shipmasters. Fi 
nally, after years of intense debate and conflict among the 
members, the Congregational Church in 1834 was converted to 
Unitarianism and the First Parish Unitarian Church was built. 
By the late 1840's, the predominant denomination in Brewster 
was Unitarianism, even though the Baptist and Universalist 
Churches gradually attracted substantial congregations. 

HindgdaLlcLion to the concern for religious TiS race, here 
the residents supported educational institutions. Via) the 
early 1800's an elementary school was maintained and by the 
1840's the Brewster Academy was completed through the initia 
tion of several sea captains. This coeducational school 
stressed a rigid daily program which outlined academic 
drills and Beer eae soe Perhaps this emphasis on discipline 
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was influenced by the way in which the shipmasters commanded 
their vessels. Adult education was also attended to; the es- 
tablishment of the Lyceum in 1836 provided lectures and dis- 
cussion topics for the residents of Brewster. 

As a prologue to the present and the future, the past 
charts the course of impending events. The historical pro- 
cess of the social and commercial development of Brewster in 
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in part fostered the 
creation of a "sea captains" town. The town's growth, how- 
ever, was concurrently dependent upon the actions of its sea 
Captcalns. This mutual interrelationship between Brewster 
and its shipmasters can not be separated. An intricate com- 
bination of internal and external circumstances determined 
this situation in Brewster. The rise of the American mer- 
chant marine in the nineteenth century especially played an 


essential role in this process. 
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The American Merchant Marine 
in the 
Nineteenth Century 


Prior to the outbreak of the American Revolution, the 
colonial merchant marine was deliberately restricted by the 
Bratish Acts of Trade. With the exception of the West Indies, 
Europe, and the Mediterranean area, the remainder of the 
world's seaports were closed to commerce with the British 
colonies in North America. The war had further Rene ne 
effects on the colonial shipping PNOUSELU. Lue Vitaercy 
that existed in American shipping concerns before the war 
was practically extinguished after seven years of hostility. 

The Treaty of Paris, successfully concluding the war in 
1783, marked the commencement of American independence and 
determined the future development of American commercial en- 
deavors. As the economic position of the young republic re- 
covered and stabilized throughout the 1780's and 1790's, the 
need for a prosperous merchant marine increased. It was dur- 
ing this period that Brewster's role in the era of wood mer- 
chant ships was vigorously revived. The rapid expansion of 
American commerce around the turn of the nineteenth century, 
primarily due to the opening of trade with the northwest 
coast of the future boundaries of the United States and with 
China, necessitated a larger working force to handle Ameri- 
can shipping interests. Increasingly more sea captains were 
in demand, therefore, giving Brewsterites the opportunity to 
pursue sea-related careers. the pattern for the future be- 
came established. Throughout the nineteenth century, Bsrew- 
ster continued to supply a large number of sea captains for 
the concomitant coastal and foreign trade routes. 

In the first decades of the nineteenth century, the 
United States Government adopted a protectionist policy to 


counter English efforts to prevent the growth of American 


economy. Between 1800 and 1815, European conflicts caused 
constant friction at sea, American vessels were persistently 
in danger of seizure by either the English or French naval 
forces. This underlying tension culminated in the Embargo 
Hows and tinalily ain thé. War of° 1812. The tonnage of the 
American merchant marine was @ffected so adversely that near- 
ly two decades passed before mercantile conditions at sea re- 
turned to their former state. 

Despite attempts to invoke reciprocity treaties with 
EFuropean nations, the POLS! lige JOUCT AMETLCa . -SOUGCh, ALTiIca, 
the West Indies, and the islands in the Far Fast remained 
virtually closed to American ships. The limitation that was 
imposed upon foreign trade not only retarded the growth of 
foreign commerce, but also generated the United States Navi- 
gation Act of 1817 under President Monroe. INSZeGlLece, “EhLS 
act closed all coastwise trade in the United States to for- 
e€ign-built vessels regardless of ownership. Subsequently, 
the coastal trade experienced a tremendous increase in pros- 
perity due to this act and other economic factors. 

The coastal trade and later oceanpacket service reflect 
changes that occurred in the second quarter of the nine- 
teenth century. The industrialization process commenced in 
the United States along with enormous improvements in the 
transportation and communication systems. On the one hand, 
the gradual increase in manufacturing establishments provid- 
ed products that could be exchanged for other commodities. 
On the other hand, the new canal and railroad networks sti- 
mulated the expansion of agricultural markets in the Middle 
West and provided a larger quantity of goods in need of ship- 
ment. Intimately connected with the railroad system, tele- 
graph service was installed between Washington, D. C., New 
Yorkecicy, ano, poston In 1646, end) by 2858 telegraph lines 
netted the West as far as the Mississippi River. The new 
transportation and communication arrangement created the in- 
centive for a larger and faster fleet of American shipping 


vessels. 
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Brewster Ss role inthe, progress of American ‘shipping 
Was determined by its contributions to maritime endeavor at 
Cos Cime. The extensive participation of Brewster sea cap- 
tains in the coastwise trade and the ocean packet service 
during the 1830's ‘and 1840's firmiy established Brewster. as 
ae sea Captain's town. Many of these men gained their re- 
nowned seamanship aboard the coastal vessels that eventually 
connected the ports along the Atlantic seaboard. in, partic= 
ular, many Brewster sea captains were engaged in the cotton 
triangular trade. LHiC@eLOUrT Ma TOLreCOLLCON. DOLLS, “Charleseon, 
Mobile, New Orleans, and Savannah, were serviced by Northern 
Shipping interests through a route oftentimes continuing on 
to England where the cotton was exchanged for various manu- 
factured goods. 

Brewster shipmasters not only engaged in the coastal 
service. They were also employed by the transatlantic pac- 
ket lines. The relative accessibility from Brewster to New 
ZMOrKeeanaesOston, | the two most 2mportant foreign shipping 
ports in the United States before the Civil War,further pro- 
moted entrance into this profession. Many ambitious young 
men in Brewster took advantage of this prosperous period of 
the merchant marine. With the inauguration of the first pac- 
ket line in New York City in 1818, ocean transportation was 
permanently changed. fameontrascc lo. general traders, —cne 
packet ships were scheduled for definite departure dates ev- 
ery month between the Eastern cities, England, and the Cone 
tinent. The vessels commanded by Brewster shipmasters fre- 
Gucnced most Often the ports of Liverpool and Havre. From 
Hoproximaresyaleceo. to 1850, most of the packet Wines were 
functional and profitable. Whether as passenger, freight, or 
bulk carriers, the packet ships possessed a remarkable re- 
cord for safe passages. Their success was insured by this 
remarkable record as well as the fortuitous circumstances in 
their favor. For instance, when the Irish potato famine in 


the 28420"s foreed the repeal of the British: Corn Laws, the 


-~18s- 


demand for more packet ships to import American grains to 
the British Isles increased. 

Maritime officers from Brewster were also involved in 
other types of foreign trade before 1850. roe China, .nala, 
and South American trade routes were notable for being quite 
popular with these men. By the mid-nineteenth century, New 
York was the primary port for the Canton specialist and Bos- 
ton was the principal harbor for the Calcutta merchant. Of 
course, these conditions influenced the types of foreign voye- 
ages that the captains could choose. Those who did not’ go 
to China CP alo tartiionm Visit .cotIes in SOuth America to Duy 
their fine leather hides. 

However, im’ the not Coo distant LCucure, a revolution in 
wooden sailing vessels would transform these conventionally 
used trade routes in many ways. "The United States control- 
led the business cargo and passenger transportation with 
American-built wood ships, commanded by Americans and owned 


bas Gradually, the wooden packet ships were 


by Americans. 
driven out of service by British iron screw-propelled steam- 
Ships. Although a number of companies lingered on, mainly 
tse Neavy cargo carriers, by HSefeeethnis era of sail came to a 
final end. 

The American merchant sail's zenith of power as weli as 
PHemoeak Or srewster ’ S prosperity occurred during the clip- 
per ship era from 1849 to the opening of the Suez Canal in 
L869. The causes which determined this fascinating period 
in the history of sailing are extremely complex. The clipper 
ship ieee was "the first great evidence of the American 
method of turning arts and sciences to practical work. "79 

Several external factors determined the creation of the 
extreme clipper ships. First, the repeal by Parliament of 
the British Corn Laws in 1846 and the Navigation Acts (1849) 
opened British markets for New England goods. Additionally, 

gee William Armstrong Fairburn, Merchant Sail, 6 vols: 


BepOved. 7 Mase. 1945-1955), 221075. 


a Alexander Laing, Clipper Ship Men (New York, 1944), 
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the prospering China tea trade promoted competition and sti- 
mulated shipbuilding. Finally, the discovery of gold in 
SwLoOniian dnd Aust ratjias ate O49 and J851,, respectively, pro- 
duced expanding markets in need of immediate provisions. In 
other words, all of these factors generated an expedient de- 
mand for faster ships. 

Preoccupation with the prairie schooner and the it ie aaa: 
horse" was still in its adolescent stages when accelerated 
ocean transportation captured the imagination of the nation 
iietwe Carly tS 50 "s:. THrOUGNOUC. Cues second Vguarter GL the 
nineteenth century, American shipbuilding paralleled the re- 
pid accumulation of wealth and demographic expansion in the 
United States. For example, between 1831 and 1846 the aver- 
age number of sailing ships built per year was 8ll compared 
Bem oO eSnips DULLC. per year From. lé47 to 1857. Buy. 2leod 7 
the peak year of American tonnage in the nineteenth century, 
an incredible aggregate of 5,539,813 tons was reached.?? 

THiewclds pper ship was not consciously conceptualized in 
one year by any one individual or group. Rather, its sleek 
design evolved over a thirty-year period primarily due to 
tne basic goal of obtaining a fester sailing vessel: 


The clipper as a class was developed in America, 
because it was through fleetness alone that 
Brother Jonathan could compete with the sub- 
sidies and monopolies enjoyed by the older mari- 
time nations.?9 


Besentially, the designers of clipper ships, in particular 


John W. Griffeths of New York and Donald McKay of Boston, em- 


ployed- the radical application of established theories in 
naval architecture to achieve the fastest wooden sailing 
ships ever to appear in the history of human machines. The 


fifteen-year life span of the clipper ship, 1845 to 1860, 
combined With all other types of sailing vessels, was the 
HiesteorLolit1C ond wWitals period in the history of American 
Sail. By the eariy I850"s, nearly four hundred clippers had 
been launched, and the United States merchant marine briefly 

29 
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Fairburn, Merchant Sail, 2:944-45. 
Laing, Clipper Ship Men, p. 481. 
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superceded Great Britain as the Mistress of the Seas. ee 
correspondence to this new age in sail, the new names of the 
Ships either suggested fleetness, action of the physical el- 
emencs, “OL Pantastic qualztcies. 

The impetus which generated the prompt construction of 
neo eo vor Sit pa eOCCULredsOnwJanulary 24. 1848, as the first 
UOLuMnaggel Was GiscCovered mt Sutcer "s Malin .in California. 
The year 1849 witnessed the clearance of seven hundred and 
seventy-five vessels from Atlantic ports bound for San Fran- 
Cusco. The majority of these vessels were engaged in one 
Eransportaci.on of passengers.?? 

Although most of these voyages chose the Isthmus of Pan- 
ama as their route to California, some of the emigrant com- 
panies ventured around Cape Horn. The Brewster Company con- 
Sisting of ten partners, three of whom were sea captains, 
chose the latter alternative in 1849 and encountered in the 
brig "Archelaus" a safe passage of 147 days around the Horn. 
Upon anchorage in San Francisco Bay, the "Archelaus" was 
Sorueibor NalseO lal t SOT? Gi natsogs Ll , suie Company dissolved, 
and each member of the party immediately headed for the gold 
fields.?? 

Brewster shipmasters participated in the bonanza creat- 
ed by the Gold Rush. The overwhelming growth of San Fran- 
cisco in a one-year period produced an expanding market in 
need of essential provisions. "Speed was everything, safety 
nothing."?? By 1850. the Atlantic coast shipyards were work- 
ing at full capacity to meet these new demands. Burwng tHiis 
year alone, thirteen extreme clipper ships were added to the 
California fleet of sailing vessels. Since the passage be- 
tween the Atlantic and Pacific ports of the United States 
was regarded as coastwise trade, the clipper ships were for- 
tunate not to experience any foreign competition. Throughout 
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Diagrammatic View of a Tea Clipper Ship 


Credit: Richard Armstrong's The Merchantmen 
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Rie fanlue.eolls , the number soLrvclippers: continaed “to... grow 
until the market in San Francisco became glutted around 1855, 

In the final evaluation, though, the clipper ships were 
practical and profitable for both shipowner and shipmaster. 
For example, a large percentage of the sea captains who hail- 
ed from Brewster commanded one or several clippers during 
their careers. Their monthly salaries jumped from an aver- 
age of one hundred to two hundred dollars a passage. This 
large salary increase was possible because the typical clip- 
per ship would sell her cargo for about seventy thousand dol- 
Lars wolch would spayntor her CPErstecOs. heauumLor esa. 

The discovery of gold on the West Coast, in both immed- 
iate and long-range terms, affected the entire economic and 
geographical orientation of the United States, including the 
economic development of Brewster shipping. £2 £20 LiL 4 eee 
Formation of emigrant companies guickly promoted the settle- 
ment of California. Economically, the amount of gold pro- 


duced certainly enriched the existing wealth in the United 


States. For instance, between 1849 and 1852, the Paerrae 
Mail Company shipped $121,766,425 value in gold from San 
34 


Francisco. Aithough all of Pigmese activities, at 1 ON BY Se 
benefitted Fastern firms and companies, eventually the rapid 
development of the Western sections of the country dimin- 
ished and/or extinguished the vitality of economic concerns 
along the Eastern seaboard. Cbviocusly, the. sea captains “of 
Brewster were as affected by the demise of the wood sail in- 
dustry as were the builders and owners of the ships. 

In their heyday, Brewster captains played an important 
Tole an the industry noc only to California but also to:other 
Donic wpe tie wor). They participated in the Australian 
gold tush in 185i) where geological discoveries yielded not 
only an incredible amount of wealth but also stimulated the 
err ohuaiaing PNAUSCrU at ANE LL CA. In addition, many Brew- 
ster sea captains became involved in the China tea trade.The 


clipper ships that departed from New York or Boston and tra- 
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veled around Cape Horn to the West Coast and San Francisco 
finally returned home by way of Canton, China, or other Asia-~ 
tic ports. Speed in all enterprises was their salient char- 
acteristic. Basically, the clippers were able to deliver 
tea to England and the United Seas As much faster than the 
British steamships that during the 1850's American clipper 
ships surpassed the British competition. This is exempli- 
fied by the fact that from 1849 to the Civil War, 139 cargos 
of tea were unloaded from American ships in London, a figure 
much greater than the English merchant marine. 

This was the most active period of the American mer- 
PHAnCenmazane JHytie nineceenth century, and was not realized 
agar neunti tL 902. The large number of prominent captains 
from the town of Brewster and the gradual deterioration of 


the community's autonomy is directly related to the overall 


decline of American merchant ships. According to Alexander 
Laing in American Sail, the era of wooden sailing vessels, 
especially clipper ships, was doomed when steam-propelled 


transportation became available: 


The clippers were an extreme sort of answer to a 
transient set of commercial problems. Economics 
put them to death as a class of merchant vessels 
soon after they had attained their own variety of 
perfection. 3° 


Ultimately, the great age of American sail came to Lessenda 
when the ships no longer functioned as an utilitarian LOcm 


of ocean transportation. 


Chronologically, the following events determined the 
demise of the American maritime supremacy. Over a period of 
thirty years, new and better modes of transportation were 


adopted in place of American sailing ships. At the same time 
that the sailing ship industry was attempting to overcome 
Zosuiummediate rivals, the Panic of 1857 depressed the econ- 
Oinva were nadd yy Cue CIVil War stitled this tnaustry’s vital 
TO IS Thereafter, the expansion of the West attracted East- 

=F Carl, Co curler, Greyhound ior ther Sea’ (Annapolis, 
Nae) Unived schates Naval wnstiture, 1930), p.. Leg. 
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ern capital and native-born New Englanders. 

The progress of industrialization was irreversible in 
the United States by the mid-nineteenth century. Relative to 
transportation systems, industrial progress fostered the de- 
velopment of canal systems, railroad lines, and steamships. 
in the year 1869, the Suez Canal was opened for traffic, the 


transcontinental railroad was connected at Promontory, Utah, 


and steamship service surpassed all other forms of ocean 
transportation. 
Over a period of many years, steam competition robbed 


Sweet ote Or Matlecargo,. CueneLinenrelrguc and: Cabin pass- 
engers, and last of emigrant passengers. In the same manner 
that the clipper ships ascended the line of all sailing ves- 
sels, the steamships also overcame the wooden sailing ship 
Packets. For instance, a passage between New York and Liver- 
pool typically required about sixteen or seventeen days east 
DounG In e@ither a steam or a Sail Carrier. Westbound, the 


voyage in a steamship was equal whereas the sailing ship re- 


Guirea approximately thirty to swebirty-six days to return 
home. The question arises why the United States did not re- 
tain its: supremacy at sea. Théwanswer is not far to seek. 


The British government continued to subsidize their maritime 
steamships whereas the United States ended its subsidy of 
deep-water steam packets in 1859. Even though a few Brew- 
ster sea captains did command steamships later in their car- 
eers, most of the seasoned sea captains chose retirement, 
and those who might have carried on in their places never 
materialized. 

When a financial depression permeated the American econ- 
omy in 1857, the shipping interests were severely affected. 
As freight rates tumbled, shipbuilding rapidly faltered. in 
1849, the freight rate from New York to San Francisco stood 
at sixty dollars a ton, but this charge declined to ten dol- 
farepartonsbu,l 857. In addition to the stagnation of the 
shipbuilding industry, the national turmoil and C@suneeu OL 
the country throughout the Civil War years directly stimu- 


lated the sale of hundreds of Union ships to foreign coun- 


a 


Bries. Perhaps, though, "the real damage done by the Civil 
War was to fasten Che industrial age on the country; to make 
manufacturing more profitable than shipping."37 

With the Union victory in 1865, America turned her ener- 
gy and resources inland. Besides increased interest in manu- 
facturing establishments, the development and exploitation 
of the West doomed the American merchant marine. The exten- 
Sion of railroad tracks further West, moreover, attracted 
thousands of Yankees to leave their New England homes. 

In quantitative terms, the tonnage figures of the nine- 
Ceencth century aptiy iiiustrate the persistent, decline of 


American flag vessels, particularly those engaged in foreign 


trade. INMeNerchant Sell, William ALMSCLOnG Farropurn care- 
fully documents this disruption of deep-water sail. After 


DbicmwLeoU Ss, Lor example, the 2nadustryu’s most vital period in 
the nineteenth century, the percentage of the total exports 
and imports of foreign commerce carried in American ships 
ee Mins O bel Neel On OieCO as ero ee eos Oe CO" OG ae.o LT) Poulin 
Although coastal commerce did not decline, a comparative an- 
alysis shows that it stabilized rather than increased in its 
tonnage capacity. 

Despite the inevitable end of sailing vessels, the wood 
merchant sail business remained a viable industry in New 
TOrkmC?l COUmand /DOSCON LL OM Gobo CO Lobo. oeveral Brewster sea 
captains commanded the last of these ocean-going traders.The 
twilight of sail symbolized, in part, modern man's resist- 


ance to mechanization. The eLrore failed. rventually, towns 


like Brewster were sacrificed to industrial progress. 


oh Marine Committee, Massachusetts on the Sea:1630- 
1930 (Boston, Mass., Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1930), 
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The Activities and Experiences 
of Brewster Sea Captains 


As a result of the steady disappearance of maritime 
careers for ambitious young men to elect, many New England 
communities were seriously damaged. YetRu the simp lLicationse 
of this process of social change upon Brewster and upon its 
inhabitants cannot be fully delineated. Since the historical 
material depicting the town's history and detailing the 
wives, Of itS) residents remains scarce, it is impossible to 
evaluate the behavior and contributions of these men on an 
individual basis. In order to portray Brewster sea captains 
@s a specific social type, an eclectic examination of their 
respective lives will be undertaken. In his work, Brewster 
PHegenasters, J.,hHenrYy Sears Dbrographically identifies and 
gesecripes through synoptic form and anecdotal. style one hund- 
red and fifteen captains who commanded deep-water carriers. 
While Brewster harbored additional master mariners in the 
nineteenth century, Sears' selection includes only those cap- 
tains about whom a reasonable amount of accurate information 
was available. The following analysis is intended to bea 
COuJececive. biography illustrated through both secondary sour- 
ces and manuscript material, such as logbooks, journals, and 
diaries. It will concentrate on the experiences and activi- 
ties of particular captains who represent certain segments 
of the group as a whole. Hopefully, this method will pro- 
vide a more comprehensive understanding of Brewster's sea 
captains: what they were like and why. 

An accurate appraisal of these men has been partially 
restricted by their own taciturn natures. "The pen was an 
awkward tool to handle and they were as thrifty with words 
as with Rpriveise hae Their matter-of-fact logs and journals 
usually dismiss any events other than those connected with 
their own business affairs aboard ship. The ships' logbooks 
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present a daily record of the vessels' movements, the weath- 
er conditions, encounters with other ships, and the frequent 
occurrence of desertions and deaths. Although the log was 
generally kept by the first mate, many of the surviving logs 
for the ships mastered by Brewster sea captains were record- 
ed by the captains. Unfortunately, other manuscript mater- 
ials including crew lists, cargo manifests,and account books 
are unavailable. Other contemporary and secondary sources 
will supplement fragmentary documentation. 

| The vast majority of sea captains shared a common heri- 
tage at birch. In quantitative terms, the towns' records of 
vital statistics and biographical data contained in Sears' 
Brewster Ship Masters clearly reveal the large number of na- 
tive-born captains. Tiateeis peOULwOCL Is) Lo ‘SeCamcaptadins:, ap- 
proximately eighty-eight percent of them were born and bred 
in Brewster, five percent of them moved to the town during 
their childhoods, and only seven percent of them settled in 
Brewster while engaged in seafaring activities. Moreover, 
most of these men were the lineal descendants of the origin- 
ai settlers of this region onmene Cape's their roots were 
firmly planted in this prosperous community. 

Although a precise figure of the number of sea captains 
who sailed as forecastle hands cannot be ascertained, at 
least fifty percent of them received the necessary experi- 
ence required for this career by shipping as cabin-boys un- 
der Brewster captains of their fathers' acquaintance. *?° Like 
Tuatlyecrosby, many of the Captains during their adolescent 
years typically left home and signed on as cabin-boys in Bos- 
LonmharDor. After ten years of serving the usual grades at 
sea and studying navigation, Brewster mariners assumed their 
first command when they were in their early twenties and 
sought commissions in Boston and New York City. 

Throughout this initial training period,the prospective 
shipmaster's personality was partially programmed to imitate 


awscpecuric type of behavior. | Traditionally, the captain com- 


Joseph C. Lincoln, Foreward to Brewster Ship Masters 
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In general, their personal relations were handled with- 
out sentimentality. As hard-headed Yankee businessmen, the 
Brewster captains sometimes placed their affections behind 
the more important business matters at hand. BLijah Copp, 
one of the most distinguished of the sea captains, wrote in 
TL SRIICMOLESELITM LOA oS mCReMLOLLOWING: 


After making several Voyages, to Virginia, & one 
to the West Idies [sic] PRE TIONA Dt t. elie 50, ele Well c 

to the cape, & got married; I was then in my syaniehe 
year---. I continued in the employ of the Mefs**- 
Reynolds's. 


Evidently, Captain Cobb almost forgot to mention a .new mari- 


tal status. Throughout his autobiography, Cobb,strongly em- 


phasized his career, though occasionally he would briefly 
restate his emotional feelings for his family. 

Elijah Cobb was probably typical of the reserve of most 
sea captains in their personal relationships. Yet, dealing 
with the experiences and behavior ne a group of people, one 
iswalways going to find various deviations from the norm.The 
personal letters of Captain William Burgess are completely 
opposite in tone and expression from Captain Cobb's memoirs. 
In an eloquently expressed letter to his parents, written im- 
mediately prior to his departges in the clipper ship "Whirl- 
wind" for California, Burgess intimated his anxieties in the 
GoOrvOwWs.nowexLLac tie 


Te anmavpouLcerco weave you and=my dearest, & truest 
friend my loving wife. I beg you one and all to 
forgive all my past offences & misconduct and may 
the blessings of God ever attend you. 


Nevertheless, Captain Burgess was probably atypical. Most 
sea captains straddled two alien worlds, and their Cecupa = 
tion at sea tended to be the dominant force in their lives. 


Numerous factors shaped this particular social type dur 


ing the nineteenth century. The most significant aspect of 
fe COUD ELI Tai CODD 1/68—Lb46 8s A Cape Cod Skipper, 
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Hannah Rebecca Burgess, "Diary of Hannah Rebecca 
Burgess," 10 November 11852. 
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their lives was their participation in the American merchant 
marine. Concurrently, this institution molded their outlook 
and their behavior. At the same time, the captains,who were 
aneincegral pare iorotnis complex structure,, affected the con- 
tinuance of ocean transportation. With the exception of the 
few captains who were employed by the passenger packet lines 
between the United States and Europe, most of the other cap- 
tains from Brewster commanded freight vessels, though incid- 
ental passengers may also have been on board. 

A compilation of all of the available sources of infor- 
mation related to the voyages of the sea captains (see ap- 
pendix II) demonstrates, to some extent, which trade routes 
were preferred by these men during various decades. Between 
1790 and 1830, many West Indian and Mediterranean ports were 
visited by Brewster shipmasters. Despite fluctuating trade 
relations with the West Indies, at least nine Brewster cap- 
tains transported New England goods, such as timber, grain, 
fish, and metal tools to these islands in exchange for sugar 
and molasses. For a number of years, this trade route was 
dangerous due to piracy. In 1823, Captain Freeman Mayo and 
nis Drig "i[ris”" were captured ores the coast of Cuba by  pir- 
ates. After a number of terror-ridden days, the crew and 


ship managed to escape with the aid of an American man-of- 


war.4® Other captains encountered pirate raids in the Medi- 
terranean Sea during the Napoleonic Wars. These circumstan- 
ces and the increased profit to be made in other parts ae 


the world may have hastened the decline of West Indies trade, 
By 1840, the West Indies no longer attracted the energies of 
Brewster sea captains. 

Immediately following American independence, Baltic Sea 
trade was initiated and the Mediterranean ports reopened. 
Commercial endeavors in these geographical locations involv- 
ed two separate areas of ocean transport. Parone, Westend = 


ian products were exchanged in the Baltic seaports for iron, 


A Sears, Brewster Ship Masters, pp. 47-57. 
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nemp, and Flax. Second, New England ships containing lumber 
and fish returned from the Mediterranean ports with ppt at Bie Bets 
salt, and wine. Although only a few Brewster sea captains 
were engaged in the early Baltic trade route, a sizable num- 
ber of them were involved in the Mediterranean shipping traf- 
ences ela OU Lt OO 

Approximately ten percent of this group of master mari- 
ners were also employed chiefly in the Northern European mar 
kets. Throughout the sailing ship decades, European trade 
remained lucrative, though occasionally the voyages were in 
jeopardy. For instance, in 1794 Elijah Cobb was detained by 
the French at Brest and through his persistent nature he ob- 
tained an interview with Robespierre and shortly thereafter 
the release of his ship. Captain Cobb further related Robes- 
Pierre's quick demise in a few abrupt phrases: 


I remained in Paris about 3 weeks after my bills 
were sent to Brest. andsQUurinoeuiat. time, the 
great man, who had so assentially befreinded [sic ] 
me, was beheaded by the Galliotine [sic] pa7 


Paver ine ih Ss sareer, “PuvChNe «lal liv Lowa, «Captain CODD exper- 
enced confiscation of his Sh2zpepy the British off the coast 
CraNO va, SCOTIA. 

When world peace was achieved in re1s, trade between the 
United States and Europe gradually began to expand. Especi- 
ally with the appearance of the packet ship service in the 
1820's, the number of Brewster sea captains involved in this 
activity increased. (her majoricy of Che captains employed 
by the packet companies engaged in commercial transactions. 
Themgoods most i requentiy, Sold wnerurope were. cotton,. naval 
stores, flax seed, and after the repeal of the British Corn 
Laws, all types of grain were also exported. Textiles and 
manufactured goods and later salt and coal comprised those 
items which commanded reasonable freight rates. 

Men like Captain Winslow L. Knowles, Jr. were hired by 


various packet lines to transport a wide range of freight.In 
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being murked and numbered asin the Margin, and are to be delivered in the like good order and well. 
conditioned at the aforesaid Port of POE poy were ees . . (the Danger of the 
Seas only excepted) unto Seaeel Jhoxeccetee So” Ly” . . orte Aes 
Assigns, he or they paying Freight for the said. Govels Gree c% 210 WW houk) os~ 
Soory bre Ot WW son bfle Vile bollass AT ewrchucore ker Colson aL. 
with Primage and Average accustomed. In witness whereof the Master ov Purser of the said 
Sixfo . hath affirmed to Zap Bills of Lading, all of this Tenur and Date; one of which 
being accomplished, the other to stand void. Dated in Detseces Lfevnesoe it 


be Day of on wir a 


Ivory, Coffee and Palm Oil: a Typical Bill of Lading. 


In command of the ship "Ten Brothers" in 1818 Captain Cobb 

received his cargo of fine freight in the Port of Princis 

Island for transport to Boston. Extant manuscript materials 
of this kind relating to Brewster shipmasters are unfortu- 

nately scarce. 


Credit: Ralph D. Paine's 
Elijah Cobb 1768 - 1848: A Cape Cod Skipper 
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his private journal of the passage of the ship "Moro Castle" 
mele s9 7 Captain Winslow's daily entries describe a typical 
voyage from Savannah, Georgia, bound for Liverpool with cot- 
ton and its return to New York loaded with a heavy cargo of 
she yel tie The westward crossing of the Atlantic was very un= 
SVeNGLul ads tne entryNon December ,l5, 1859, suggests. 


All these 24 hours fresh breezes from East 
pleasant, northern 
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Prior to ther Civil War, most, Sailing packet ships had been 
relegated to cargo transportation because passengers prefer- 
red the advantage of dependable arrival dates that steam- 
ships afforded. 

A few Brewster sea captains, however, did command pass- 


enger packet ships: 


Lnpvoawas a Great nono, , Lorvonly, the most 
Skillfull were chosen to command those vessels 
which were supposed to make record time on the 
stormy Atlantic, the captain at the same time 
being expected to play the role of host to the 
passengers. 


Captain Allen H. Knowles, one of the most noteworthy of this 
seafaring group, was employed on several occasions by Enoch 
Train's Line in Boston to take charge of the ships "Robert 
Coowmtncnrop,” “Western Star," "White Dianond,” and clipper 
SiipetChamLtoc Or Fame” during the late, le40's and, early 50's. 
Along with other shipmasters from Brewster, Captain Knowles 
was hired by these companies because of his superior naviga-~ 
tional aptitude and leadership qualifications. 

Many Brewster sea captains were able to assume these 
types Jie LtericruLlteconmmands partcLlally wecause Of their earl- 
ier training. The coastal packet ships engaged along the 
Eastern seaboard of North America prepared many of the cap- 


tains for more demanding duties. An investigation of all ac 


4 ; 
# vouUrnalsOL, "MOro GasctLle”™ under Winsiow L. Knowles, 


Ui eer rOMe ty vee wsland, SaVannal RIVeEr,. to, Liverpool, Leg- 
HOLrNGeNeCW YOrK  ErOMn weal 1659) LO 23 January 1860 {Peabody 
Mosevne eed Sse Drag oa Lem, aNassiay , elo, DECemper LE59, 
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q ALLCen A. Lowe, comp., Nauset on’ Cape Cod: A History 


Opvbasthanm (Falmouth, Mass., Bastham Historical Society, 
OB ages Diay Wl Ds 
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cessible sources of information statistically reveals that 
one-third, a conservative estimate, of the total number of 
captains were employed by various coastal shipping pm ah) abe heh 
Peewee Veryolew Logse a7 OUrial Ss, OL OLIerT forms “OL manuscript 
material exist which would enlighten our conception of these 
voyages. Custom house records and a couple of tedious log= 
books are all that remain of this aspect of American mercan- 
Giie arlairys. 

The reason that only a small amount of contemporary doc- 
umentation remains from the coastal trade whereas a relative- 
ly large amount survives from the world-wide passages is an 
enigma. iiessazling Crips to, other continents Dy Brewster 
sea captains comparatively are better documented. In hind- 
Sight, the unique character of these world-wide voyages may 
have increased the probability that some family member or a 
Shipping firm would preserve these historical pieces of in- 
formation. 

South America offered a wide variety of raw materials 
throughout the nineteenth century for exportation to foreign 
countries. Around twenty-five to thirty percent of Brewster 
captains were occupied in these commercial dealings in par- 
MiCiTareawitl Argentina, Brazii,;,senile, and Peru; their im- 
pressions of and experiences in this avenue of trade are 
well documented. Since most of these men sailed to South Am- 
erican ports between 1830 and 1880, emphasis will be placed 
on the profitable markets open during that fifty-year span. 

The growth of the textile industry in Massachusetts’ by 
1840 stimulated trade with South American wool and hide ports, 
Moreover, New England manufactures and timber were also ex- 
changed for copper and nitrates from Chile and coffee from 
BQraz tek LIne aha I mGwelooo CeCe vOnNn UL lcinghan sazried 
Tromeioanswerancisco Lor lguigue, Childe’, iwith a load of barley 


f : , 50 
and acquired a load of nitrate in Iquigque for Liverpool. 


ae Kittredge, Shipmasters of Cape Cod, p. 242. 
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Pie wexcnange Of products in South American ports was charac- 
teristic among Brewster captains. 

Peruvian trade, commencing in the middle of the century 
provided another return cargo for those ships in ballast and 
from the West coast of the United States. The guano deposits 
(the excrement of sea fowl used as fertilizer) on the Chin- 
Cha islands near Callao, Peru, were loaded by Chinese cool- 
ies onto American vessels usually destined for England. ree 
the log of the bark "North Star" Captain George Bangs wrote 
late LO? ote "the master having notified the Guano Com. that 
Ene Parque was ready to receive cargo" in April still avait 
ed his cargo of guano in June when Captain Bangs left home 
on a steamer due to ill health.?! Voyages to South America 
and other foreign ports were extremely slow in discharging 
and reloading commercial ships. Many Brewster captains com- 
plained at some point that these delays had severely taxed 
their patience. 

The inconvenience encountered in foreign seaports was 
insignificant in comparison with the leg around Cape Horn. 
Perennial storms and head winds in the Southern Hemisphere 
between latitudes forty-five and sixty degrees challenged all 
deep-water carriers from brig to clipper ship.In his classic 
work, Dana depicts a scene which many Brewster captains had 
been familiar with: 


In an instant the sea, which had been comparatively 
quiet, was running higher and higher, and it became 
almost dark as night. The hail and sleet were 
harder than I had yet felt them; seeming almost to 
Piles dOwnit oO Cher iggind .. We were longer taking 
in Satlithan ever before; for the sails were stiff 
and wet, the ropes and rigging covered with snow 
and sleet, and we ourselves cold and nearly blinded 
with the violence of the storm. By the time we had 
got down upon deck again, the little brig was plung- 
ing madly into a tremendous head sea, which at 
every dive rushed in through the bow ports and over 


a Journal of "North Star" under George Bangs, from 
Montevideo to Valparaiso, Callao, Pabeiion de Pica, Liver- 
pool from 24.September 1875 to 16 May 1876 (Peabody Museum, 
Miivilopsevivraniyy scatlem, Mass. ), SO April L875. 


el ie 


the bows, and buried all the forward part of the 
vessel. 22 


In.addition, ice hazards encountered at certain seasons of 
the year were often a deadly threat. While master of the 
"Chariot of Fame" in 1860 between Baltimore and San Francis- 
co, Captain Allen H. Knowles took twenty-three days to round 
the Cape and narrowly escaped having his ship battered be- 
yond repair by huge icebergs. Near the Cape, he reported 
Clears ““TLeldgs ol 2Ce were visible from the topgallant mast 
as Far as the eye could reach.'""> 

Digaieeca imi Ler VvOuag oul? J.eoolcCarruingea Load of coal to 
Acapulco, Mexico, from New York in the "Chariot of Fame" Cap- 
tain Knowles Zilusenates in the Jogbook how ‘a rough passage 
around Cape Horn could create an intense atmosphere aboard 
Sip: 


August. 18, L856. Put the pee mate in frons for 
threatening desparate vengenance on me, for repri- 
manding him for neglect of duty. 

AUIS Gb! ee vip LoDo « This is the longest and hardest 
Passage ever had round Capesgeorn in fact it has 
been. a very tedious passage throughout. Barcella 
Polena fell from the foretopeto the deck killed 


himself instantly - my crew are getting pretty 
well madd up and are getting well tired of this 
weather.°4 


The "Chariot of Fame" finally arrived at Acapulco after one 
hundred and forty-five days of squalls and head winds. The 
great majority of Brewster captains rounded the Horn usually 
at least once in.their careers either in the South American 
trade or enroute to other continents. 

india and the Bast Indian Islands were as popular as 
the South American trade routes were with Brewster captains. 
Although Indian ports were opened by the late 1700's, the 
trading monopoly of the British East India Company during 


the early years of the nineteenth century stifled American 


“ana Two Years Before the Mast, p. 30. 
Hee Cis Soleo Merchant Sail, 4:2389. 


eden of "Chariot of Fame" under Allen 4H. Knowles 
TEOmMENe we SOrmco Acanulco, (Caliag, Chincha Islands, famp— 
Lone roads, New York from 26° May 2856 to 15 October 1257 
(Peabody Museum, Phillips Library, Salem, Mass.), 18 and 
28 August i856. 


mercantile efforts in these ports. Thus, very few ' captains 
out of the twenty-five or thirty men who participated in the 
commercial enterprises, were engaged in this trade before 
1845. The,products from these countries consisted of bulky 
Dherjntsalike isugar, cotton, and bemp; large market demand 
BOCmMCie Se products Lae not occur untis the, 1850's. 

A number of extant logs recording passages to India by 
Brewster sea captains depict an average trip. Calcutta, che 


principal. maritime port, was notoriously slow in its ship- 


Ping operations. Captain Wiligam Burgess points out an one 
Sows emt ries in the Journal of:the ship. "Herbert" that 
over five weeks elapsed in the winter of 1851 in the dischar- 
ing and reloading of the ship's cargo at ee Vea a During 


tiie last decades of the era of wood merchant sail, India re- 
mained a popular port of call for these men. 

The Manila trade in the East Indies also became import- 
Piel Iter lineal saagaror Sagiu Because of complex economic 
conditions, the post Civil War sailing ships “were Bee ed 
to handle large paying loads at the expense of speed. THUS, 
between 1860 and 1880 most American merchantmen sailed me, 
Manila in ballast and substituted sugar, pepper, and indigo 
after docking in Batavia, the capitol of the Netherland Is- 
lands. Among others, Captains Benjamin Baker, William Clark, 
and Albert Dunbar were involved in this commercial traffic. 

Before wood sailing vessels resorted to the business of 
heavy cargo transportation, the clipper ship decade of the 
2850's was very vital. A significant proportion of Brewster 
shipmasters commanded various clipper ships in the China tea 
trade and in the California Gold Rui Typically, Brewster 
Copcalia would round Cape Horn, sell thein cargo 2n San Fran- 
Gisco, saziiGn dDallast for China, and reload) wath tea LOX 
London or New York. Due to the perishable and light weight 
nature of tea, the clipper ship was ideally suited for this 
Lupe Oe care. The importance of speed in this trade cannot 
be overestimated; two thousand dollars was often at stake 
every additional day that the voyage took. 


> wid iiam H. Burgess, "Journal of ship ‘Whirlwind.'" 
Teer” Le 3.2. 
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Now and then, wives and children accompanied their hus- 


bands and/or fathers on these voyages, especially those to 


the Far East. On an excursion to Hong Kong in the "Santa 
Claus," Captain Bailey Foster's wife was present. Captain 
John Freeman's wife and children accompanied him on three 
journeys to Asia. Hannah Rebecca Burgess, wife of Captain 


William Burgess, was an especially remarkable example of the 
nautical abilities that some of these women possessed. Ea 
the course of a worldwide voyage, Captain Burgess became ill 
SLieones coast aie eee and Mrs. Burgess navigated the ship 
"Challenger" for twenty-three days until they reached Val- 
paraiso, Chile. 

iiecuen journal of the "Challenger," Mrs. Burgess chron-— 
icled her impressions of life at sea and the cities visited: 


I have now made the circuit of the world twice, 
Lon Sanunranciscoy, Callao ~ ina, Chincha Islands’, 
EPhence. cCOmNvew Yorke ane L854. Sandwich Islands, 
Hong Kong, Whampon, Anger and now to the Eastward 
of Cape of Good Hope bound to London. May we 
reach there in safety and hear that our relatives 
are all well at home. 


Apcer departing Sean Franciscoermeene falivoof 1855, the ship 
boarded 350 Chinese passengers in Honolulu and from there 
Cogertnwed Ol Co, China. Accordine to Mrs. Burgess's entry of 


20 January 1856, she was repulsed by the filth and unchrist- 


fans Conditions present in the two principal Chinese ports: 
"in one thing was I sadly disappointed and that was in find- 
ing no hotel in Hong Kong or Canton where a lady could stop. 
After a few weeks in China, Mrs. Burgess anticipated even 
more her departure for London with their load of fine tea. 

A few years later, Captain Hiram Bangs commanded the 
ship "Reliance*® from-Boston to Hong Kong with a cargo of 
coal and returned home via Manila with a shipment of sugar 


=A Rebecca Hannah Burgess, "Journal of ship 'Chal- 
lenger’ 10 June 1855 - 14 September 1856," (Nantucket 
Whaling & Marine Manuscript Archives, 1043 #167, 1973), 
MazchuecLooo. 


ae Ibid., 20 January 11856. 
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an 2859-60. By these years the clipper tea trade had become 
less prosperous. In Whe journal kept by the first mate Free- 
man Pulsifer, an extremely informative account of the pass- 
age is given. For instance, while in a calm in the South 
PachalO,mcuem hel taice, Wasivisitedaby ta Group of natives. :of 
Sonearby chaincor islands: 


Marche /i,616.00%. Lie enurs te DQaterCOntarnedss. OF Lo 
naked with the exception of a small dish cloth around 
pirel meLoinis. They had coconuts, bananas, sweet 
potatoes, some parrots, shells and various articles of 
native manufacture. 28 


A few hours of bargaining and trading transpired before the 
islanders departed. Within another month, Mr. Pulsifer re- 
marked that the provisions had become insufficient: 


ADI 1ao hoo 0 . Vegetables been gone some time. 
Of course we can't expect these to hold out long. 
Potatoes lasted 100 days which was pretty well. 


te Gimeno rTincipal dlet.-= now rice and “Salt fish — 

Bread - Damaged ham once a week & Salt junk.?9 
The remainder of the 159 days' passage between Boston and 
Hong Kong continued in this fashion. Many Brewster sea cap- 


tains during this period would also have experienced similar 
incidents. 

The final trade route in which Brewster captains parti- 
cipated was between the Fastern and Western seaboards of the 
United States. Between 1849 and 1850 more than seven hund- 
red ships sailed from the North Atlantic seaboard around the 
HormeLor Calzlornia Carrying Doth eager passengers and spec-— 
Uiacrivervcargo. Tres abvaricial market, createa by the Gold 
Rush, inflated the value of ail goods to fantastic amounts: 


Beet, “pork, and t10ur wwrougne Lrom s¢d0rco-e60 per 
barrel; tea, coffee, and sugar, $4 a pound; spirits, 
SHOMCOMDS UNamcudl>  Dlauing=CalrGgs jel ea sack; COW 
PIGervOoot Ss. sto aval; packs and snovels From 
S5atoeS!5 each: swooden and tin bowls from $2 50 


He Journal of "Reliance” under Hiram Bangs from Boston 


to Hong Kong from 2 November 1859 to 1 May 1860, kept by 
Freeman Pulsifer (Peabody Museum, Phillips Library, Salem, 
Mass) eeu Meroe /y aLeGU . 
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CO 9 /.00 'each;, Laudanum, Sila drop, and so on. ©? 
igjeactualiity, Lhoughn, many ships, like the "Albatross” com- 
manded by Captain Winslow L. Knowles, were unprofitable. Lad 
1849, the "Albatross" sailed with a speculative cargo to San 
Francisco and upon arrival the crew deserted the ship, and 
the cargo was no longer in demand by the fly-by-night busi- 
nessmen. Moreover, "while waiting for orders from his em- 
ployers, Captain Knowles made a trip to New South Wales, Aus- 
Pratita, Lor a load of coal which was also refused by the San 
Francisco merchant who had ordered it."6/ 
The disbursements of the "Western Star," mastered by Al- 
Meet eK VOWLeES pin woanawrrancasco an 851i Yndicates the infla- 


tionary wages and prices paid out in this booming town: 


March 11, 1851 Cash paid for Labor | $40.00 
Manrete Ll, “4 Cash paid the crew $924.66 
Mraz. Colles Olean Cash paid Labor Se nse ONE: 
Marcha 20, . GasimpabumlascCharginugecargo.)»lL00.00 
March 28, i Wash bill So. 50 
ADE ges, I Cash paid pilotage-wharf to we oO 
Mau ei, 4 Cash paid fresh Wee DA oes £30.00 
June 1, ad Cash paid potatoes 536.00 
June 1, uA Cash paid sardines S22600 
June if if Cash paid fresh beef Sem einer ie x 
During the years 1850 to L860, at least: one-third of the 


Shipmasters from Brewster were engaged in the California mar 
Kets and (Cheir ships generally earned large profits to bene- 
fb By we oe on A owners. 

The ordinary events which took place at sea on a clip- 
per ship were explicitly narrated by Captain and Mrs. Bur- 


gess aboard the ships "Whirlwind" and "Challenger" in 1854 


gC Clete EMC L TEL wilt De bad pe Pie LU « 


Lowe, Nauset on Cape Cod: A History of Eastham, p.134, 


faa Log of "Western Star" under Allen H. Knowles from 
CalcuLte, CO eposton 2rom W wanuary L652 to 1 March J852 


(Peabody Museum, Phillips Library, Salem, Mass.), Entry March 
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and 1855, respectively. OnereRLUal Ue 47 Lo ote Ss. Burgess 
joined her husband aboard the "Whirlwind" in New York City 
and sailed on their second honeymoon to San Francisco.During 
the entire voyage Hannah Burgess was impressed with the com- 
forts and diversions she found on the ship. Besides enjoying 
the excellent meals prepared by the cook, Mrs. Burgess spent 
her time reading Nathaniel Bowditch's New American Practical 


Navigator and Dana's Two Years Before the Mast and studying 


the nautical movements of the ship. She briefly summed up 
her feelings of content on 25 May 1854: "I live well enough 
63 
" 


as well as if at home. 

From the outset, by virtue of the fact that speed was 
the main emphasis of clipper ships, races between ships oc- 
curred. Mrs. Burgess observed in her journal of the "Whirl- 
wind" the effect that bad weather conditions had upon her 
husband's disposition: 


Leao not Make a calm for itsmakes) the, Capt.. so 
Cross if for no other reason. You Cale guLlcKk sy 
perceive the influence it has upon him. Every- 
thing acts contrary and NO! to the person who 
crosses him then. 4 


On a subsequent voyage, Captain Burgess even expressed thas 
G@ispleasure with the progress Ofethe "Challenger" in his en- 
Emu won lL seplcemvper (1855: "we now labor under the unhappy 
impression that we shall be beaten on the passage by every 


fae Compared 


other ship sailing at or about the same time. 
with a respectable passage for a clipper ship of about EEO 
days between Boston or New York and San Francisco, the "Chal- 
lenger” was between ports for 134 days. ip serms 9of econ -— 
omics, this slow passage diminished the profitability of the 
Pri pees Gil) Oneal Gnere Level, Lie tC DDCLeSi1 Dp (races and 
the men who piloted them generated an atmosphere of mystique 


among this group of men. 


oe Hannah Rebecca Burgess, “Diary and Journal of the 
Whrriwind,'"  °25 May 154. 
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ll September 1855. 


Hannah Rebecca Burgess, "Journal of Ship 'Challenger,'" 
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Around a dozen Brewster captains were also periodically 
engaged in the Australian Gold Rush and hide trade. The dise 
covery of gold mines in Australia in 1851 promoted the need 
for all types of dry goods. By the late 1850's, timber was 
transported from the West Coast of the United States to this 
British colony. Captain John Dillingham, for example, in 
1858 loaded the clipper ship "Kit Carson" with lumber in Pug- 
et Sound and proceeded to Melbourne where he discharged his 
cargo and continued his passage in ballast to iiledess . Pane 
third quarter of the nineteenth century witnessed the appear- 
ance of the woolen carriers in'’which two Brewster captains 
were involved. 

The rapid development of the West Coast during these 
years also produced another marketable staple. Throughout 
the 18704s and 1880's, the ern trade between San Francisco 
and the South Pacific and Europe was very lucrative. Even 
though only a few captains from Brewster participated in the 
woadkheto fo AuUStralia, Captainwosianh N. Knowles’  contribut— 
ion in this area of commercial transportation was remarkable. 
Namely, in 1875 Captain Knowles, in a run from Sydney to San 
Francisco, set the record of thirty-five days in Donald Mc- 
ageiselastegleat clippers Snip es GHoLy Of the seas —" 

The more popular route for Brewster captains was from 
San Francisco around Cape Horn to Europe. TNE Loge OF) the 
"North Star" in 1873 mastered by Captain George Bangs aptly 
depicts the problems which were Frequently encountered in 
this traffic. Firsts, crew desertions in San Francisco were 
perpetual and unavoidable. That was because other opportuni- 
ties were abundant. Captain Bangs lost five of his crew mem- 
bers in-less than a month in ‘this fashion. While tied up to 
porte, the “North Star" received 19,949 sacks’ of wheat’ in ex— 
change for her ballast in a nine-day period. Finally, after 
days of preparations, the ship began the passage to Valpar- 


aiso, Chile. However, on October 18 the weather conditions 


oe Kittredge, Shipmasters of Cape Cod, pp. 240-41. 
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¢ off the Peruvian coast threatened the immediate safety Ot 
the vessel, in particular because of the type of cargo being 
transported: 


30 minutes past noon the ships company assembled 

aft and expressed the opinion (that as the weather 
grew worse greater quantities of wheat came up the 
Pumps Rendering them Liable to be Stopped up alto- 
gether - of which there was every immediate danger 
and every probability of the ship making more water 
as we proceed to the Southward in worse weather. ® 


Eventually, the. ship arrived safely in Valparaiso and general 
repairs were undertaken. The remainder of the passage to 
Havre, France, was uneventful. 
@ As soon as the "North Star" set sail in September, 1874 
for Montevideo, Uruguay, however, Captain Bangs became quite 
PeimeaiuwacsswLOrced, once In port, co relinguish his duties&® 
Watural-aiiments and epidemics among a ship's crew were pre- 
valent throughout the age of American sail. Thirty-six shipe- 
masters from Brewster died either from illness or accident 
WOE, Lu LiJisng cheir responsibititcies,. Practically ail of 
the extant logbooks and journals mention at least one fatal- 
ity aboard ship due to some type of infectious disease. FEi- 
ther smallpox, cholera, or dysentery plagued those vessels 
engaged in foreign trade. 
Although outbreaks of smallpox did not occur with the 
@ freguency of other diseases on ships commanded by Brewster 
| sea captains, its danger was not diminished. For example, 
in the journal of the "Challenger" Mrs. Burgess noted Chat 
on July 1, 1855, two men had contracted smailpox. Both men 
recovered from the disease, an unusual outcome. ©? 
The ordinary seamen, of course, were more vulnerable to 
these illnesses, especially when anchored in foreign jelop a on) 


where the sailors on shore leave were exposed to unsanitary 


a Journal of “North Star" under George Bangs from. 
Payta, Peru, to San Francisco, Valparaiso, Queenstown, Havre 
and Montevideo from 24 May 1873 to 23 September 1874 (Pea- 
body Museum, Phillips Library, Salem, Mass.) entries July 
> i2e- October 18, 1873. 
Ibid., 17 September 1874. 


Hannah Rebecca Burgess, "Journal of ship 'Challen- 
Gear eR elm TS July Gos. 
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conditions. Cholera epidemics, notably in India and Manila, 
were frequent and destructive. Manila, referred to as the 
"Port rofl Desolation," was in the midst of a cholera plague 


when Captain Benjamin Bangs and his wife arrived there from 
Hong Kong. For six weeks the bark "William H. Besse" was de- 
tained in port. Mrs. Bangs’ diary illustrates the perpetual 
state of fear that they experienced: ; 


The harbor was filled with the groans of the dying - 
like sheep they were falling right and left. ..Business 


only called our Gaptain from the. ship. We were told 
never to sit on deck after nightfall. Our food was 
of the simplest - never a drink of water./9 


Neither Captain nor Mrs. Bangs contracted cholera, and were 
BOrtUnaCe CO depert from Manila with their cargo of sugar un- 
affected by the epidemic. 

Other Brewster shipmasters were not as fortunate. Many 
professional mariners were afflicted by dysentery at some 
aime SR their careers. Although most recovered, a number did 
not. Several captains from Brewster died of dysentery dur- 
ing their commands. Mrs. Burgess' first-hand account of how 
her husband's health declined from the effects of this dis- 
ease provides an excellent insight into this aspect of sea- 
Faring. During the months of February and March, 1856, the 


clipper ship "Challenger" was involved in commercial trans- 


SpctauOnsain Hong Kong and Canton. “Within a month, Mrs. Bur- 
gess recorded that five seamen had died from dysentery. Ac- 
COLroingmlcOeNer entry. or 6 June 1856, "Witliam isnot well 
ated emias MeCN SiCK uring Our Stay sii London and is 
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now recovering though very slowly. Captain Burgess never 


fully recuperated, however, and by the following autumn was 
confined to bed off the western coast of South America with 
chronic diarrhea. After loading guano from the Chincha Is- 


lands, Burgess was no longer capable of commanding the ship. 


he Ernest S. Dodge, ed., Thirty Years of The American 


Neptune (Cambridge, Mass., Harvard University Press, 1972), 
"Reminiscences of a Voyage in the Bark 'William H. Besse' 
including the Java Earthquake of 1882" by Mrs. B.C. Baker 
(ed. Harold Bowditch), p. 24. 


ee Hannah Rebecca Burgess, "Journal of ship 'Challen- 
ger,'" 10 February ~- 16 July 1856. 
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As a result, Mrs. Burgess navigated the ship in the direc- 
tion of Valparaiso, Chile, in order to locate a doctor. Cap- 
tain Burgess did not last, though; he died two days before 
Valparaiso was reached.’2 Like Captain Burgess, a number of 
shipmasters from Brewster died of this and other diseases at 
sea. 

All of the sea captains from Brewster encountered sev- 
ere storms and squalls while commanding their respective ves- 
sels. Ten of these men lost their lives under dire circum- 
stances. Zenas Crosby showed his tenacious seamanship when 
crossing the Atlantic in the clipper ship "Kingfisher" alge 
L851. In the midst of a severe northwest gale, Crosby, bare- 
ly rescued after falling overboard, continued to give orders. 
"He was severely wrenched, so that he was unable to stand on 
deck, and was lashed to the deckhouse that he might direct 
the sailing of the ship all that afternoon."’3 Numerous ac- 
counts confirm the frequency with which dangerous sea storms 


were encountered. 


Moreover, a large proportion of these captains became 
shipwrecked or disappeared on account of inclement weather 
conditions. The most famous shipwreck from this group was 


that of the "Wild Wave" commanded by Josiah N. Knowles.Along 
with thirty crew members and ten passengers, Knowles depart- 
ed from San Francisco on 9 February 1858 enroute to South 
Pacitic: Waters. —§0n theveiontch day cut, the "Wild Wave® ran 
uUponwa Coralurceer off Ceno wsiand. 

Fortunately, Captain Knowles kept a diary of the "wild 
Wave" and recorded the subsequent adventures he experienced 
on several South Pacific islands before he and his crew were 
rescued six months after the event. Depressed, though never 


entirely discouraged, Captain Knowles was determined to re- 


turn to Brewster. Througnout his curonicie, ue expressed 
heseces lings som Gusconeenuwnd sfruserations “truly this lite 
72 


Hannah Rebecca Burgess, "Journal of ship 'Challen- 
GeLeewOCLODeT: 2) 11 December “LED6. 


es Sears, Brewster Ship Masters, p. 26... 


CLIDDEN & WILLIAMS’ LINE 


qainrdey, Febray, 
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J. N. Knowles.... Commander. 


This ship is well known to the Trade for her short passages and for the fine order 
in which she delivers her curgoes,—She will sail as ubove, and Shippers 
will oblige by the prompt delivery of their engagements. 


No. 114 State Street, Boston, 


Por Freight, apply at the California Packet Office, 


WATSON'S PRESS. 


A Reproduction of a Yankee Clipper Sailing Card 


Josiah N. Knowles, earlier commander of the "Wild Wave," 
mastered the "Charger" and several other clipper ships 
between Boston and San Francisco in the 1850's and 1860's. 
This early form of commercial advertising, similar to pre- 
sent day business cards, was a very popular practice a- 
mong shipping concerns during the nineteenth century. 


Cape Cod Chart Co. 
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is dreary. JI cannot divert my mind from one subject - home 
and friends. Nothing whatever relieves the monotony of the 
scene."/4 When almost a month elapsed and no indication or 


hope of being rescued from the island existed, Captain Know- 
les, the first mate, steward, and four other sailors sailed 
in a small boat to Pitcairn'’s Island, a distance of two hun- 
dred miles. A few months later, they sailed again for the 
Marquesas Islands where they were greeted by an American mane 
of-war. Captain Knowles always managed to protect the eight- 
een thousand dollars he had in GOLISGCOLNS pCUrOUDNOUTL “Che ’Six 
months he spent stranded on various deserted islands. 

Almost as hazardous as storms were to the safe passage 
of a ship was the threat of cargo fires. Several Captains 
from Brewster witnessed the complete destruction of their 
Ships in this manner. The transportation OLmICOgmldurTinomcile 
latter decades of the nineteenth century was especially sus- 
ceptible to unexpected ignition. Captain William Freeman, 
Pepe ielO7 CU Chee veal seat neameroiantaservice, srecounted his 
narrow escape in the 1870's: 


On the passage of the ship "Mogul" from Liverpool 
tO) San Francisco the catgoemor coal took fire by 
spontaneous combustion on July 26th, We remained 
by the ship until August the 7th, when we were com- 
pelled to leave. Having prepared three boats... 
WenleLeeLlue! Shi pevztlCoelnscrLucczons LO try to reach 
the Marquesas Islands, 2100 miles distant. Liaise, 
we were all fortunate enough to do, after eleven 
and twelve days./° 


BUNVITeCUe OL Cieir position and duties aboard ‘ship,these men 
were the accustomed leaders of other men and were emotional- 
ly and’ intellectually prepared. to cope with emergency situa- 
tions. 

Likewise, a few Brewster sea captains had to diplomatic- 


ally handle a threatening mutiny on ship. The crew of the 


ae Henry Sears Hoyt and J. King Hoyt, comps., Lhe Wreck 
OheviemeN iT lo tWave." -6hnDe s,oitose jo el iMarchy 1858. 


eo Sears, Brewster Ship Masters, p. 36. 
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Ship "Reliance" in 1860 was purposely uncooperative, accord- 
ing to the first mate, in order to manufacture a good excuse 
once in Hong Kong to express their grievances to the Ameri- 
PatimCOn Ss Wi. Four months later, the entire crew went to the 
consul, but the complaints were viewed as unwarranted, and 
they were told to return to work. 76 Captain William Freeman 
encountered an actual mutiny while in command of the clipper 
ship “Undaunted” in 1856 and suffered disabling wounds from 
Preys) legadn abrai@rs. 

inecer cai? instances, the mutinies aboard American ves- 
sels in the nineteenth century were justified. AS ca Class, 
American sailors were underpaid, suffered poor working con- 
ditions, and possessed little status in society. Abstinence 
from alcoholic beverages was even enforced in the forecastle 
throughout a substantial part of this century. The treatment 
they received was at best indifferent and at worst cruel. 

In 1865 Captain Elijah Knowles was found guilty of the 
Paugermaconauct 2n the White Swallow" case. On a westward 
Cape Horn passage, the crew of this ship executed a coup for 
three days as a demonstration against the inhumane treatment 
they were receiving. When they arrived in San Francisco,Cap- 
tain Knowles demanded vengeance and filed suit against the 
ringleaders of the affair. Nevertheless, the final verdict 
of the court freed the defendants because “severe treatment 
erucalsweatings, and being assigned to seemingly unnecessary 
hazardous work" was substantiated by the passengers and off- 


«77 Knowles’ irresponsible be- 


icers of the "White Swallow. 
HAavViLoOnese DOG ea TerLecrtion upon ithe majoriaty or captains. The 
consequences of this decision upon Captain Knowles’ career 
cannot be ascertained due to insufficient information. 

Just as Captain Knowles’ actions did not represent the 
norm, only a few captains were known to have observed natur- 
al phenomena. Probably the most outstanding physical change 
observed was the eruption of Krakatua in the Java Seas in 


76 
rary 


Jvournal of "Reliance", op. cit., 21 Jan.-10 Apr. 1860, 


Fairburn, Merchant Sail, 4:2678. 
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1883. The bark "William H. Besse" under the command of Cap- 


Eatin eatiieGre Daker Was. 2 theo vicinity: of this. small-vol- 


canic island on August twenty-seventh. According to a Jour-~ 
nal reporter in Boston, "Captain Baker, with the FOTCLeEuUGe 


of one resolved to die at his post, calmly awaited the cat- 
astrophe."/78 The entire terrifying episode was recounted by 
Mrs. Baker upon their return to Boston, and her description 
of the scene was very realistic: 


Our sails were all made fast when like a curtain 
fell a darkness so intense no human eye could pene- 
trate it. Ashes were falling like snow. eee OUT: 
way seemed blocked by every conceivable thing: 
human beings bloated beyond recognition, boats, 
trees, Fruit and animals. 


In a matter of hours, the town of Anjier, with a population 
of sixty thousand sunk under one hundred feet of salt water, 
The bark's survival through this catastrophe was remarkable, 
and her safe return created a sensation in Boston. Since 
only a few men from this group saw comparable events during 
their careers, the importance of the events are relatively 
insignificant, though interesting, sidelights. In any event, 
these men "were literally the first captains of industry 
men accustomed to the large responsibilities and the tests 
Cree rruLca tl emergencies."8? 

One other important responsibility also fell to the lot 
of the shipmasters. Before the development of telegraph and 
cable communications, the captains also became merchants hav. 
ing once left home port. Although supercargoes frequently 
handled the business affairs of the voyage, many captains 
Weoren DeciorvewolLvallwacargo transactions, and their decision 
often affected the entire success or failure of the passage. 
The plethora of experiences they had in all areas of sailing, 


then, equipped the captains to undertake commercial pursuits 


fe Sears, Brewster Ship Masters, p. 3. 
4 Dodge, Thirty Years of the American Neptune, "Remin- 


iscences of a Voyage in the Bark William H. Bess' Including 
the Java Earthquake of 1882" by Mrs. B.C. Baker, pp. 31-32. 


e Ralph C. Paine, Forward to Elijah Cobb 1768-1848: 


A Cape Cod Skipper, by Elijah Cobb (New Haven,.Conn.: Yale 
University Press, USS AO Te ec ke 
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ashore. Several of the most prominent shipmasters rev ired 
in their thirties and became either businessmen or shipown- 


ers with offices in Boston and New York. 
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Mercantile Success_ 
of Brewster Sea Captains 


American shipmasters, as a social class, received good 
liberal and naval educations before they acquired their cap- 
Gains’ papers. In order to handle important mercantile trans- 
actions,the captains had to be sophisticated and intelligent. 
Nevertheless, a few Brewster captains, who had shipped ae 
sea when still boys, learnéd their most important lessons by 
Purot- wana experience. Alihough Captain Nickerson's school 
days were limited, "in the forecastle and the ship's cabin 
he received his preparatory course, and the counting room be- 
came his Alma Mater, "9 

Brewster sea captains were financiaily successful dur- 
ing the mid-nineteenth century. Although most of the cap- 
tains received only a nominal monthly salary of thirty to 
Ponauedulilars, tChelrr annual income was usually between three 
and four thousand dollars. In many instances, substantial 
portions of their incomes came through commissions, big trad- 
ing deals, and occasionally smuggling operations. °¢ While 
PeCuiarvetG. Cue. "“NiLidgam Gell” I2eLlcil, Captain EBELijgahn Copy 
for example, was compensated for his services on a commis- 
sion basis by the shipping firm Bixby, Valentine & Company, 
and Humphrey & Clark: 


We agee Eeeg fouglve: you Tor yeur “services: TAIrty 
dollars p® month, Two pecent on the nett [sic] Sales 
Orayour Cargo. and. hald p~ Centon, your remitting 
Bills to Bngland or returned Cargo and five p* C 
primage on your Cargo from the Havana to the United 
States. 94 


Captain Cobb, who was obviously a very shrewd man in busi- 


Pesca peratrsrewoulgy go. to almost eng* length to “insure a res- 


Deyo, History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 
pp. 919-20. 


pometereniab Digges [Josef Berger| mn Cape Cod) Prlot 
(eomurguge Mass, cis Malot. ress; 1969), pps LL9-20. 
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pectable sale for his employers. 
Other captains had an interest in and were part owners 


of the ships that they commanded. °4 


Shipping firms prefer- 
red that their captains owned a share in the ships that they 
managed because this motivation increased the efficiency and 
velocity of the passage. Even though there is little evi- 
dence to substantiate this conjecture, it can be reasonably 
surmised that many Brewster shipmasters participated in such 
business practices. Among others, Captains William Burgess, 
Josiah N. Knowles, and Elisha F. Sears were all part owners 
of the clippers they commanded. | 
During the first half of the nineteenth century, espec- 
ially before the establishment of telegraph communications, 
many Shipping firms had to trust the judgment of their cap- 
tains in all freight transactions. It is true that few manu- 
script materials like account books and cargo manifests have 
been preserved. The diverse pieces of information that do 
exist, though, imply at least how this aspect of maritime af- 
fairs was handled. For instance, in his memoirs, dealing 
with the early years of that century, Elijah Cobb relates 
the calculated risks he undertook in order to make a respect 
able profit for his employers and himself. While preparing 
to depart with a load of wine and fruit from the Mediterran- 
ean Sea in 1808, Cobb used bribery to escape the English fri- 
gates and to go through the Strait of Gibraltar.®° 
AS pragmatic men of action, the captains upon retiring 
from ship command frequently invested their accumulated sav- 
ings into other business enterprises. Approximately one sea 
captain out of every five entered into business careers and 
resettled in Boston, New York, Chicago, and other cities in 


the West. The vast majority of these transplanted sea cap- 


wt Allen Forbes and Ralph M. Eastman, Yankee Sailing 
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tains were as successful ashore as they had been at sea, and 
many times they showed their expertise in overcoming fierce 
competition. 

Captain Josiah N. Knowles, Frederick Nickerson, and J. 
Henry Sears all made substantial fortunes in the shipping 
business after their retirements from the sea. In 1880, Know. 
les commanded the "Glory of the Seas" for the last time in 
Boe Paciric. Thereafter, he helped form the Pacific Steam 
Whaling Company in 1883; he established oil refineries and 
coaling Srepronemelond the West Coast; he converted a few of 
his steamwhalers to passenger ships during the Alaskan Gold 
Rush; and he even set up floating salmon canneries in the Al- 


askan Territory. ?® 


After an extremely exciting and product- 
ive life, Captain Knowles died in San Francisco in 1896. 
Another dynamic sea captain, Frederick Nickerson, com- 
manded vessels in the Surinam and South American trade for 
twenty years. In the 1850's he formed a partnership with 
his brother David and engaged in the foreign shipping trade. 
In later years, he was president of the South Boston Savings 
Bank and was officially connected with the Union Pacific 
Railway Company and held large interests in several other 
railroad enterprises in the West. Upon retirement from _ the 
sea in the 1850's, Captain Nickerson resided in Boston and 
made his summer home in Brewster. Throughout the last twen- 
ty years of his life, he contributed generously to all town 
encecnunen matters,?/ 
Captain J. Henry Sears was also a multi-faceted individ- 
ual. Besides commanding numerous clipper ships in the 1850's 
he established in 1863 an important shipping firm in Boston, 
“acting as agents of ships and steamers to Southern ports, 


n 88 


and Liverpool and London. During his business occupation, 


42 George Moses, "Codder Put Fricso Top in Whaling," 


Cape Cod Standard Times, n.d. and no pagination. 


a Sears, Brewster Ship Masters, p. 68. 
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Captain Sears employed approximately thirty shipmasters from 
Brewster to command his vessels. While engaged in the ship- 


Ping business, Sears lived in Dorchester and upon retirement 


in 1898 moved to his summer home in Brewster. Seven years 


later he wrote Brewster Ship Masters and was president on 
the Cape Cod Pilgrim Memorial Association. 

ATLOCaL Of Chiroy Sea Captains retired to locations away 
from Brewster, and another thirty-six captains died in for- 
eign parts in command of their ships. Therefore, forty-nine 
captains resided in Brewster after their last merchant Ban ay aie 
Records show that they prospered in retirement and were a 
hardy breed. Available biographical data sets their average 
age at fifty-seven years old. A great many Brewster sea cap- 
tains lived far into their seventies and eighties. (See Ap- 


pendix I) 


ae 


Later Community Involvement 
of Retired Ship Masters 


Practically half of the Brewster sea captains returned 
to their native town, and many became leaders in community 
affairs. Retiring from their seafaring careers, a number be- 
came involved in political careers in the town while others 
established local businesses or bought land for the cultiva- 
ea Leyel Jana cranberries. In 1850 Captain Warren Lincoln opened 
a - general store on Main Street which consisted of a millin- 
SrumscnioOp, 2 Shoe store, a Diacksmith's forge; a cooperage, 
and a chandlery. In the 1870's, Captain Freeman Snow kept 
the village grocery, and Captain Benjamin Fessenden estab- 
lished a stage business and a livery stable. 

In the latter half qf the nineteenth century, with the 
decline of marine activities, the culture of cranberries be- 
came an expanding business on Cape Cod. During this period, 


a humber of Brewster captains retired and engaged in cran- 


Derry cuLlcure:. This business was economically stable, and 
the industrious owner of cranberry bogs was assured a res- 
pectable’ profit. In addition, with new advances in fertili- 


Zing methods, a few of tnese men either previously owned or 
purchased farms which produced a variety of cereals and vege- 
tables. 

All of the captains who remained in the town after com- 
pleting. their last voyage became involved in the community's 
aeriverries. Their understanding of business matters enabled 
them to assume the leadership roles. tnLNeaele AVY Ss Caplan 
Joseph Foster was chairman of the selectmen, Captain Baker 
endowed the library, and Captain Frederic Nickerson's dona- 
tion repaired and painted the meeting house. 

A large proportion of these men entered public life on 
the state or local level. For example, Captain Tully Crosby, 


Jr., after leaving his last command in 1875, studied law and 


<n cl ; 
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was admitted to the bar in Barnstable County in 1887.He held 
the office of trial justice in the county and was a select- 
man and the treasurer of Brewster for a number of years. °? 

Interest in politics was characteristic of many of the 
retired shipmasters; twenty-seven out of the forty-nine cap- 
tains who retired to Brewster were involved in some type of 
Politicaleactivity. Throughout “the first half of the’ nine- 
teenth century, many of these men were elected as state | re= 
presentatives to the General Court of Massachusetts. From 
LOOSE COeLE GS. ten Brewster sea captains served in this capa- 
Clty for a combined (total of thirty-six years; On the iocal 
jevel, a large number of these men participated in the towns 
government. For instance, between 1840 and 1890,almost half 
of the elected selectmen were former sea captains. From 1818 
until La89, the position of town clerk and treasurer was in 
the hands of ten men of whom five were retired captains. ?9 
(See Appendix III) 

Besides participating in Brewster's political affairs, 
several former captains were involved in the economic pro- 
gress of Cape Cod. in the léyvGges, Captain Godfrey Hopkins 
Wasa Lrustee for the Cape Codgrive Cents Savings Bank, and 
Captain FElijah Knowles was director of the Cape Cod National 
Bank. ?+ Their previous commercial experiences qualified the 
captains to assume these responsibilities. 

Not only were the Brewster captains in the 1800's the 
natural leaders of the community, they also supplied much of 
the capital for the establishment and improvement of social, 
religious, and educational institutions. The Nickerson fam- 
ily continued their support of the First Parish Church even 
after some of them had moved to Boston. Moreover, Joseph 


Hamblen Sears, treasurer of the First Parish Church for many 


ge Deyo, History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 
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years, devoted much of his time and energy to its improve- 
ment. The Universalist Church also was staunchly supported 
by Captain Elijah Cobb. Most retired sea captains were con- 
cerned with the quality of religious instruction and there- 
fore were active participants in various aspects of their re- 
spective church arrailatwons. 

Besides interest in religious facilities, Brewster pro- 
moted the development of a useful library. A "social lib- 
Peng oO SiS LANG ) Sie VOLUMES © WRLen COS ts $135.53 Crna 
was established in the early nineteenth Century LAtery,. gan 
the fall of 1852, Augusta Mayo organized the Brewster Ladies’ 
PtiraryeAssOCiatlOne tomcanvas, for Dooks fora community lib- 
rary. Through these efforts and the generous Contra Dpucion 
of Captain Joseph Nickerson, the library housed over three 
thousand volumes by ‘1889. 

Evidence of the individual prosperity of Brewster's sea 
captains has survived to the present day. Their homes grace 
Old Kings Highway today and serve as reminders that Brewster 
once functioned as a well-to-do self-sufficient community fra- 
ther than as a haven for retirees and summer tourists. The 
various types of architecture displayed in Brewster exist as 
a microcosm of what has happened in American architecture in 
the years since the Pilgrims. The original salt-boxes were 
replaced by Georgian and later Federal homes. By the mid- 
nineteenth century, the Greek Revival style became popular, 
followed by the Queen Anne and Second Empire designs. 


Most of the costly homes in Brewster during this period 


were built by the sea captains. After the Revolution, the 
recovery of the merchant marine enabled the sShipmasters to 
return to their primary occupation. By the early 1800's Rev 


erend Simpkins remarked that a number of houses in Brewster, 
fe 


"belonging to the more affluent, are in a style of elegance, 
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Throughout the nineteenth century, the number of spacious, 
opulent homes in Brewster increased. 

Appropriately, the roads in Brewster were picturesque, 
and buildings along Main Street were solid and established: 


Its streets were shaded with fine old trees, its 

houses were large and substantial and the men who 
built and owned them were large and substantial, 

too. 


Although the exterior and interior construction of the homes 
was typical of the architectural fashion of the day, the fur. 
nishings were usually unique and sometimes bizarre. =IVorg 
carvings and Japanese silk hangings, sandal~-wood boxes and 
alabaster images of the Coliseum and the Leaning Tower of Pie 
sa" were acquired on various travels by the shipmasters, and 


served as decorations for their homes.?°? 


Moreover, each and 
every sea captain's house contained a box of exotic seashells 
meant for playthings for the children, 

In spite of the affluence and the social and civic act- 


ivities of the shipmasters, the town's prosperity stabilized 


rather than advanced after the Civil War years. The install- 
ation of modern techniques qf ocean transportation by the 
British and the expansion of the American West at the same 


time destroyed the vitality of American mercantile interests, 
As this occurred, Brewster's participation in the age of sail 
was gradually terminated. As a result, from 1850 until 1900 


Brewster's population dwindled substantially: 


T8s0 = 1, 525 Bresdaeu lt 144 
NEG Om eS agdee 100g 
tee) Saal Fe) 1900 - 629 96 


With the close of the clipper ship era, Brewster offered few 


options for ambitious young men. Seeing this, the sons and 


he Joseph C. Lincoln, Cape Cod Yesterdays (Boston: 


Little, Brown & Company, 1935), p, vi. 

2° rhids; p: vid. 
George Ernest Bowman, ed., Vital Records of the Town 
of Brewster, Massachusetts to the End of the Year 1849,(Bost- 
on: Massachusetts Society of Mayflower Descendants for the 
Cape Cod Town Record Committee, 1904), p. l. 
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daughters of Brewster's shipmasters slowly emigrated to East 
ern cities and to the West. 

AS a Social class, these captains were financially suc- 
cessful; they were the aristocrats in an aristocratic pro- 
fession. Their prestige and power, derived from the accumu- 
lation of wealth, secured their position as the respected in 
all aspects of the community's affairs. Through their tra- 
vels, these captains shared similar experiences that shaped 
Eheir actions and attitudes. Essentially, their occupation 
determined what type of men they were: straight-forward and 
dynamic men of action both on land and at sea. SrnCertthierr 
perspective of the world was not myopic, the people of Brew- 
Ste, wener1tted (from their ansight into they world's affairs. 
Although these men were extroverted, many enigmatic aspects 
of their lives prevent a more exhaustive analysis of Chis 
subject. For this reason, Brewster sea captains will always 


retain their unique quality of mystique. 
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Appendix I 


Birth and Death Dates of Brewster Shipmasters 


Name 

William A, 
Benjamin C. 
Franklin 
John Franklin 
Judah P. 
Elisha 
Elkanah 
Freeman &H. 
George F.' 
Hiram B, 
Bela B., 
Benjamin 
Benjamin 
Isaac 


Arthur, 
Baker, 
Baker, 
Baker, 
Baker, 
Bangs, 
Bangs, 
Bangs, 
Bangs, 
Bangs, 
Berry, 
Berry, 
Berry, 
Berry, 
Berry, Theodore 
Burgess, William H. 
Clark, Isaac 

Clark, William 
Clark, William H. 
Cobb, Elijah 

Cobb, William B. 
Connolly, Michael 
Crocker, George 
Crosby, Benjamin Snow 
Crosby, Charles 
Crosby, Clanrick 
Crosby, Edmund 
Crosby, Elisha 
Croshy, Freeman 
Crosby, Freeman Jr. 
Crosby, James 
Crosby, James Edwin 
Crosby, Joshua 
Crosby, Nathaniel 
Crosby, Tully 

CrOS Dum ul.y alr. 
Crosby, William 
Croshy, Zenas 
Dillingham, James S, 
Dillingham, John 
Dunbar, Albert 
Dunbar, Albert H. 
Fessenden, Benjamin 
Fessenden, Isaac 
Fitz, John 

Foster, Bailey 
Foster, Barna Cobb 
Foster, Benjamin 


Birth - Death 


1822 - May 13, 1892 

Sept. 29, 1841 - 1885 

Nov. §, 1802 - 1840 

Nov. 5, 1836 - 1905+ 

VOC ep LOO mUNOY, 24, L853 
Oct. 7, 1805.- Apr... 9, 1886 
VULUl 29 iG FuAUy. 2s, 1863 
Nov. l, 1809 - Jan. 18, 1866 
OCC Lo, aL Ose mm ULE Oo 7 LO 7 Oo 
SODU Le 4 ae Het a, Leg 
Feb, 25, 1829 = Feb, , 1863 
June dl, 1802 - June 19, 1864 
Nov. ll, 1836 - 1881 

WuULY 6, L/86 re Jan. L822 

JULY pel 29 Les § 

BoD eee Cae ee Ue ae ge Loo © 
OCG ek Gem bb. le) et 62.9 
BoD 7 belo UV omme Nate 2 arlLeae 
Tue ele pel eon LenS 

July ¢, 1768 - Nov. 2, 1848 
June 30, 1828 - 1896 

L938 S=— J887 

Feb. 25, 1820 - 1883 

Febpviee., t810 - Dec. 15, 1es5l 
June 13, 1833 - June 5, 1864 
NOV LOLe = Oct, 22, L8/:9 
Au@g.cwec, L819 ~ Jé&53 

May see, L818 = 1878  ., 

DEC wse pe Las bP NOCE or, Lob t 
June 9, 1831 - 1863 

Aug. 22, 1/96 = Aug... 31, 1834 
Feb. 11, 1838 - Jfan,., 1894 
CC ml Liem ee eee ae) oot 

NOI GS ee Om eC el fee Lao? 
CULM eee OOS aA Mee. 147 Leo 1 
AUG ale 1. peel a eee a ge Op ee OF 
AUC. eee oC thera lg Lat 
FED. oe el Adie tee 

Dec. 24, 183i ~- Nov, 1d, 1883 
EGR. Ogee or Leste 

ULUML - eo eA pe OOS 
SAR RIN pT UAy Aas We oe Nt ee aN aS cw ee 
AUG i. tLe een Ue oS Lose 
Aug, 24, 1834 - Aug., 1884 
Aug. 5, 1856 - 1882 

Sept. 9, 1809 - June 28, 1892 
RED wee oO oe ANG. 14, tout 
Sept. 4/7, i772 - Mar. 10, 1848 


Name 


Elisha 
Elisha, 
Frank B. 
Freeman 
Heman 
Isaac 
Jonathan 
Joseph 
Nathan F. 
William Low 
Benjamin 
Charles 
Charles H. 
George . 
Horace 
John 
John, 
Joshua 
Joshua, 
Solomon 
Solomon, 
William 
Joseph 
Willard 
Charles 
Franklin 
Godfrey 
Godfrey, 
Reuben 
Robert 
Albert F. 
Allen dH. 
Elijah E. 
Henry 


Foster, 
Foster, 
Foster, 
Foster, 
FOsCer,; 
Oster, 
Foster, 
EQstcer, 
rOSsGer, 
Foster, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
Freeman, 
pLeeman , 
Hed ns , 
Higgins, 
Hopkins, 
Hopkins, 
Hopkins, 
Hopkins, 
Hopkins, 
Irvine, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Knowles, 
Lincoln, 
Lincoln, 
Fancoin, 
fancoug, 
Lincoln, 
Lincoln, Joseph 
Lincoln, Warren 

Mayo, Freeman 

Mayo, Jeremiah 

MGT LOR Ce Ciat Le SG. 
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Name Birth = Death Age 
Nickerson, Frederic ‘DeCeeLo y Love = wal. 12, 1879 70 
Nickerson, Jonathan S. Many 265, 2607 =~ wan. L383 1882 74 
Nickerson, Joseph Maire eo, LeOger Feb. 23, 1880 75 
Paine, Eben W. NOV, 210) Logo . Aug... 19), 1904 68 
Paine, Reuben Wale slo P= NOV. 15, 164s 38 
Pepper, Bangs WUTC OU6s — Apr. 11, 1B a5 78 
Sears, Elisha Freeman Mata Ore ae OC ole A Lp ed pa OF 66 
Sears, Joseph Hamblen NOVer 2, Lovie Febe 3, Less 8 3 
oears, Jd. Henry UUs eo pleas ~' May 26, 1912 82 
Snow, Freeman ote Oe! Oa Ge-aulUlura? 7 Loo 5 68 
Snow, Joseph Jaiweesny L030 .=-sJan.7el656 26 
Snow, Obed SOptCRE Lae ao way LO, 1865 69 
Thatcher, Jonathan EDT RE RCH he Ws Baie OAS be i Res] ames O 
Winslow, Albert Jalweeo ; Lodi a= 1905+ 64+ 
Winslow, Elkanah DEC Wee dese LG 6 Le Od 48 


From the available data, 


the average life span of the 115 


Brewster sea captains was 57. 


The appendix above was compiled from various primary and se- 


In order of importance, the most informa- 


Brewster Ship Masters, Brewster town records, 


and a number of genealogical histories. 


condary sources. 
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Appendix II 


Chart of Commands 


This chart has been compiled from a great many reliable 
sources, The following works have provided the largest am- 


ount of pertinent information: J. Henry Sears’ Brewster Ship 


Na seers peal eCUCLeresS (ICrevnounasnOl tne sea and, ,OQueens or 


the Western Ocean; William Armstrong Fairburn's Merchant Sail 


series; the Peabody Museum's collection of journals and log- 


ROCKS; Howe's and Matthew's American Clipper Ships: ._1833- 


ovo pealexander Laing s Clipper Ship Men; Henry Kittredge'ts 


Shipmasters of Cape Cod; and Forbes! and Eastman's Yankee 
Sailing Ship Cards series. 


Key for Abbreviations 


Vessels Miscellaneous 
Bkieinw, paLk Cal. - California 
Bo. =- Brig aN oe GL vee Wael 
Chew eolg pper Livp. ~- Liverpool 
SGh. - Schooner N.O. - New Orleans 
Whyte Meloy ok eee: N.Y. - New York 
St. - Steamer P.L. - Peabody Log 
Sp. - Ship, when no other de- Sore acapen Pranessco 

Signation is available S.A. - South America 
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Appendix III 


Elected and Appointed Offices Held 
By Brewster Shipmasters 


REPRESENTATIVES IN THE SENATE (MASS.) 


Solomon Freeman 


Elijah Cobb 


REPRESENTATIVES TO 


Isaac Clark et 
BLL JaileCobD 8 
Isaac Foster 


2 
Benj. Berry 4 
Jeremiah Mayo 4 

2 


Nath'l Crosby 


Elijah Cobb 2 


Isaac Clark 


David Nickerson 
Isaac Foster 
Jona. Freeman 
Franklin Hopkins 
Samuel Myrick 


Theodore Berry 


we BY © HR YY Nw WH HK OD 


me 


Jeremiah Mayo 


TREASURERS /CLERKS 


Benj. Foster 6 


Elijah Cobb 10 


Jeremiah Mayo 4 


SUL S 
4i:UL 8. 


perp 


“ 
u“ 
au 
” 


0 


SELECTMEN 


yrs. 


yrs. 


“ 


BEE 
1840 
1844 
1848 
1856 
1865 


L851 
1854 
L857 
Jie te te 
Leog 
1864 
1868 
1875 
1884 
1890 


Lthd a 
1889 
1900 


THE GENERAL COURT (MASS. ) 


Solo Freeman 2 
Freeman Foster 2 
Elijah Cobb if 
Wins'w Knowles 1 
TuLly Crosoy ¥ 
TullysCrospy AL 


Solo. Freeman 
Jona. Freeman 
Bangs Pepper 
Benj. Freeman 


TULLUPCrOsDY 


6 
2 
¥ 
a 
3 
Bailey Foster 4 
Joseph Foster 2 
Chas...Freeman~. 6 
Godf.'y Hopkins 6 
4 


Taligy Crosby 7 


Freeman Mayo 2 
Freeman Snow Hi 
Eben Paine l 
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APPOINTED JUSTICES OF THE PEACE 
1819 Elijah Cobb 
Ges then). “BeLry 
1829 Jeremiah Mayo 
1831 John Freeman 


1842 Freeman Foster 


APPOINTED JUDGES TO 
THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 


1811 Solomon Freeman 


1819 Elijah Cobb 


The above appendix was mainly compiled from three sources: 
Deyo's History of Barnstable County, Freeman's History of 
Cape Cod, and Brewster's Annual Town Reports from 1866 - 
a. Os 
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ages from Boston to England from 30 June 1853 (ate) Pars 
September 1853; From Boston to St. John, Liverpool from 
20 October 1853 to 2 December 1853;.from New York to 
Liverpool, New York from 21 April 1854 to 19 July 1854; 
from Boston to Liverpool, Boston from 26 August 1854 to 
28 November 1854; from New York to Acapulco, Callao,Chi- 
ncha Islands, Hampton Roads, New York from 28 May 1856 
LOMLOePOCTCODET A Leos. 


Log of "Edward Everett" under Allen H. Knowles, from Boston 
to Coguimbo, Valparaiso, Talcahuano, Boston from 7 Aug. 
L646 tO 3-Apr. L847. 
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Log of "Edward Everett" under Allen H. Knowles, from Boston 


to New Orleans, Genoa, Leghorn, Boston from 12 May 1847 
to 5 January 1828. 


Log of "Madawaska" under Allen H. Knowles, from Boston to 


Richibucto, Pictou, Boston from 10 June 1866 to August 
LO el 8 66's 


Log of "Puritan" under Allen H. Knowles, from Boston to San 


Logs 


Logs 


Francisco, Liverpool, Boston from 14 April 1868 to ay; 
May 1869. 


Of "Robert C. Winthrop” under Allen H. Knowles, three 
voyages from Boston to New Orleans from 31 January 1848 
to 18 February 1848; from New Orleans to Liverpool, Bos- 
ton from 7 April 1848 to 14 July 1848; from. Boston to 
Liverpool, Boston from 24 August 1848 to 31 October 1848, 


of "Western Star” under Allen H. Knowles, three voyages 
from Calcutta to Boston from 1 January 1852 to 1 March 
Lope en LOMe DOS COM COMLUSKalluignt, BOstOnsLtromelO Apri 
iewmealmcomU UL Ue owe slr Om SOStONn tO bDiVverpool, § BOSton 
from 15 August 1852 to 6 November 1852. 


MISCELLANEOUS MANUSCRIPT MATERIALS 


Brewster, Mass. Brewster Ladies' Library. "Records of Pac- 


ket 'Fame" commencing 25 February 1824." Handwritten & 
incomplete book of the packet ship's business proceed- 
ings. 


Brewster, Mass. Brewster Town Hall. Augusta Mayo, "Remin- 


iscences - 1881." Diary, typewritten copy, Brewster 
Lagtesmiel Ee pDLal. 


Brewster, Mass. Brewster Town Hall. Recorded Vital Statis- 


tics of Births, Marriages, and Deaths for the Town of 
Brewster from 1843 to 1936. Handwritten. 


Brewster, Mass. First Unitarian Society of Cape Cod. "A 


Book of Records for Ye Ist Precinct in Harwich Began 25 
March 1747 - 1815." Ledger of parish records including 
the. separation of Brewster from Harwich pertinent to 
shipmasters. Handwritten. 


Collins, Hannah J. Snow. "Brewster Packet Line.” 1894; typee 


written essay from original, Brewster, Mass.: Brewster 
Biocon Calm oOC2 ety Gerla s 6. 
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Hug ( 
Huggins, Cynthia 
From mastheads to moorings 


Brewster Ladies’ Library 
Brewster, Mass. 02631. 


